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The first of the four volumes of *The funda-
monts of general helminthology ™, written by tho
well-known Soviet helminthologists R. 8. Shults
and E.V. Gvozdvev, both of Alma Ata, has
just boen published. Ag suggested by the subtbit-
le, thix volume deals with fundameutal problems
of helminthology.

The =hort Introduction explaining the origin,
coneepl and structuro of the work, 15 followed
by a chapter “Introduction to  parasitism™
(pp- 8 - 30). in which the authors nxplain the
mosl important. features of  parasitism  and
outhne possible solutions of' questions relating
to the fandaments of parasitisin nnd evolution
ol parasitisin, The sccond, general chapter of
this book ealled “*An outline of the history of
helminthology™ {(pp. 31—66) reviows the most
important data and theories i chronologieal
order (divided mto 7 perids) rom the oldest
times until the preseoat on o world-wide base.
In conclusion, valuable daty on the history of
helminthology in Russia, the USSR and on the
development ol helianthology i other soeinlist,
countrics, including a short outline af the history
of development of helminthology in Czechoslo-
vk, nee wdded. The next ehapter (pp. 67—84)
ananlyses yvarious concepis of the systematie
pesthion af  hehminths within the  zoological
syslen, with o sufficiently detaied comparison
of the prineipal clissiticatons, The authors are
Mo ot levss illl*lll'_ IRITHT "lllllfl'lﬂ (11§ [hni ol the
aysteny of Boklenoshoee (HUE 1964) con<udering
the group Seolecida 0 e a EUPerty e (with
the types Plathehninthes, Acunthocephales,
Nenuthelmmthes and Neseerting),

Theso chapters, which mre of an introdnetors
nature, are followed by chapters of @ more
spoecinlizoad charnctor, d-seribing in detatl anan
torently morpholosieal ehuracteristies, phylo-
gony and systeme s ol The imdividunl clisses
and orders. The elos-c« Toarbellarin, Tenmmoce
phaly, Udoneihda nied Mesozon are disenssed
on pp. 86 108, More comprehensive diba e -
vin of the elaszes Trematoda gpp. 108 - 196),
Moragenca (pp. 19 288 with noamierons drasw-
s of fhes gronps. For elasafving the elass

Trematodn, the authors acecpted the system
suggestedd by Skrjabin  and Gushanskaya:
(1962 1963), for Monogonea that of Bykhovskyi
(1957), who considers Gyrocotylida as an inde-
pendent class (pp. 234—238) ranging in the system
botween Monogeneca and Cestoda. In a similar
muode, the authors dealt with data rclating to
the type Acanthocephales (cluss Acanthocephala
pp- 320 362) accepting the clasaification of
Petrochenko (1956 - - 1968).

Of the type Nemathelminthes most eonsid-
cration has been given to the class Nemaloda
(pp- 362-—458). Tho numerous drawings of the
morphology of members of the mdividual orders
and suborders have been arranged in tables and
well commented in the text. In viow of their
importance, adequate spaee hus been given to
data of the elasscs Rotatoria (pp. 159—462) and
Gordiacen (pp. 462 —470). The last chapter of
the book contuins a brief review of data on the
type Nemertini (pp. 471-—173), reprosented by
a single elass and 4 orders. I'he incdex of terms
and Latin names facilitates orientation in the
text. Extensive use has been made of all litera.
ture available.  Referonecs are consequently
ciled in the text and in the list following each
chapter. The illustrations in the book are very
good and show an attention to detail and pro-
portion.

The book provides a perfeet insight into the
svientific achicvements of Soviet and foreign
writers. Tt stands ont hy virtue of the high
quality of the presentaniions rofleeting  the
profornd  scientific crudition of its authors,
whichare both highly estimated helminthologists,
[ts publication carries into cffeet. the original
mmtentions of itz authors. The book provides
a  comprehensive  source  of information  for
helinthologien! studies, espeeinliy those con-
cerned with more biological aspect= and may be
found very useful for leeturing medical and
veterinury helmimrhology. This work is o suce-
cessful eontinuation of an older monograph by
Skrjabin and Shults (1940) and, henee, a further
suceess of Soviet helminthology.
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