In Memoriam Elena Angelova Dimitrova

With deepest regrot we learned of the death
of the prominent helminthologist Dr. Elena
Angelova Dimitrova CSe. on Janunry 27, 1970,
Dr. Dimitrova was born in Kazanlyk on April 15,
1915. Upon graduation from Kazanlyvk secondary
aschool, she commenend her studies at the Uni-
versity of Sofia, rocoiving her degree in natural
sciences in 1938. From 1039—1946, Dr. Dimit-
rove taught natural sciences at various sncondary
sethools. After the war, she started her scientifie
carvier a8 junior sciontific officor at the Aeca-
domy of Medicine in Sofia. Her firsl. papor on
helminthology published in 1948 dealt with
the helminths of preschool and school children,
tho distribution of helminths in children homes,
in recreation centres and also among miners ete.
She studied the development of oggs of the
pinworm in it3a oxtornal environment, the in-
fluence of UV rays on the development of the
nematode FEnterobius vermicularis and, in col-
laboration with her colleagues, the nfluence
of ullrashorl waves on the larva of T'richinella
spiralis,

In 1953, Dr. Dimitrovas was ono of the leading
seientifie officers of the Central Helminthological
Laboratory of the Bulgarian Aecademy of
Seienees, Togethor with other sewontists of this
Laboratory sho commenced studies on the di-
stribution of helminths among domestic animals
giving spocial attontion to the epizoolology of
helmnths espocially of the eestodes of raminants.
Later, Dr. Dimitrova beecame interestod in studies

274

of helminths of free-living mammals and, there-
fore, organized numerons field expeditions. Her
mterests became focussed also on the distribution
of helminths of small mammals (Rodentia and
Inscetivors) wnil on their epidemiological and
epizootological impurtance. On the basis of
ecological aspects, Dr, Dimitrova ovaluated the
helminths of domestie wnd free-living maminals
and derived from it important practical con-
clugions, She dovoted to holminthologieal
problems about 60 seientific articles and 50
contributions popularizing these problems.,

As ono of leading scientists of the Central
Helminthologesl Laboratory of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences and as a member of the
Bulgarian Parasitologieal Boeciety, Dr. Dimiltrova
was not unly a fervent propagator of the Soviet
helminthological school of K. 1. Skrjabin, but
also of Soviet biologieal sviences. Many of her
former pupils to whom she had lectured hol-
minthology at the Department of Zoology of
tho Sofia University are working now al various
purasitologieal institutions. Her unfailing thrive
was kept up right to the end. During the lust
years of her life, when her health was severely
undermimed by n grave disease, she continued
work on her doctor thesis which, unfortunately,
was interrupted by dealh. Her departure will
be folt ns o great luss, but her achievements
in helminthology will live on as o monument

of respect i adniration.
Dr. J. Prokopid, C'.Se,



