Second International Congress of Parasitology in Washington

The Sccond Internationnl Congress of Para-
situlogy was held in Washington (D.C)) from
September G-12, 1970; it was attonded by
about 1,500 parficipants from 62 countries of all
the conunonis. As a matter of fact, n predo-
minant majority of delogates eame from the
U.S.A., whereas — in regard to the place
of dealings — the participation of Furopean
parasitologists was inadequately lower. From
Czechoslovakin thore were three representatives,
Prof. Jirovee (Praguo), Prof. Vodrizka (Kodice)
and Prof. Catdr (Bratislava).

The session was opened by Prof, Foster,
the president of the Congress, After o fow words
of weleome by Prof. Standard, spokesman of the
U.S. I'ederal Health Department, and by Prof.
Cameron, President of the World Federation
of Parasitologists, Prof. Soper (World Health
Organization) delivered a very interesting leeture
concerniug co-operation in the field of resonrch.
Relevant parasitological problems in the world
wore  diseusand by  Prof. Bacr, Neuchitel
University {Switzerland).

With an eye to the high nwnber of delegates
and lectures, as well as in an attompt to en-
courage a broader discussion bearing on indi-
vidual papers and contributions, the Congress
was orgnnized consistont with the new concoption
of international seientific symposin, The morning
sessions were devoted to fundamental lecturs on
taxonomy, genetics and the development of
parasites: pathology of parmasitic infections;
pharmacology of antiparasitics and immunity
against parasitic diseases as well as physiology,
biochemistry and epidemiology of parasites and
their infection. Afternoons were dedicated to
informal colloquia at which the lecturers sum-
marized the problems, Iatest information or
results that woro nob comprised in the complex
of lectures, Summaries were published in advance
m the Journal of Parasitology and placed at each
participant's disposal before the start of the
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Congress. The individusl contributions were
followsd by dizeussions in which cuch delegnte
was allowed to deal with the problematics as
well as mention his own experiences and results.
A total of 62 eollogquia were held. covering
practically the completos field of human and
velermnry  poarasitology. Consequently, it was
difficult to attend even a part of these col-
loguia: therefore il s nlso impossible to evaluate
their standuwrd in general, Quite a number of
the eolloquia were exeellont bul. there were also
contributions of un average level,

During the closing ceremony Dr. Kreudimer
introdueed secientifie associations which had been
granted  collective membership of the World
Federation of Parasitologists (from Malaya,
Thailand, Secandinavia, Ireland, Yugoslavia,
Columbin, and Chile). Finally, a new committee
of the World Federation of Parasitologists was
elected, with tho president Prof. Dr. Jean Bacr
(Switzerlund) and the vice-presidents Prof. Dr.
Jirovee (Czechoslovakia), Dr. Laird (New Zea-
land), and Dr. Sadun (U.8.A.). The other
members of the committee are Prof. Dr. Piekar-
ski (G.F.IR.). Prof. Dr. Kozar (Poland), Prof.
Dr. Biagi {(Mexico), Prol. Dr. Ishizaki (Japan).
Prol. Dr. Neghme (Chile), and Dr. Montovani
(Italy). The plenary session secepted aresolution
to hold the Thirdl TInternational Congress of
Parsitology in 1974 in Munich (G.1F.1R.) and wo
elect Prof. Piekarski its president.

It. is necessary to underline the high repu-
Lalion enjoyed by ther Czechoslovak parasitology;
this fact was reflocted in the election of Prof.
Dr. Jirovee to viee-president of the International
Parasitological Federation. Hoth the Congress
and its large audience and programme have
givon proofl of the extraordinary significance
of parasitology as a scientific branch undergoing
intensive development,

Prof. Dr. Q. Catit



