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Leplospiroses undoubtedly belong to grave
diseascs of man and animals. Consequontly the
stadies on Jeptospiroses roccive due attention
throughout the world. The Sovict Union 1s one
of the countrics where these studies have been
developed on & large scale and at a high lovel,
As the existing knowledge needed to be classi-
fled and generalized, the publication of a mono-
graph which would survey the present state in
the research of leptospires and diseases caused
by them became very expedient. This task was
takon up by a tcam of 7 scientists of the
Gamaleya Institute of Epidomiology and Miero-
biology, the USSR Academy of Medical Seiences
in Moscow, under the leadership of the late
Professor V. V. Ananyin, an outstanding spe-
cialist in this problem.

The book starts with a historical survey and
a eystematic-nomenclatorical part including 17
serologia groups and 107 serotypes, The material
proper is divided into 11 chapters. Chaptor 1 ia
devoted to morphology and submieroseopic
organization of leptospires with rogard to the
knowledge based on electron microscopy.
Chapter 2 deals with motabolisim, invasive
capability, toxic factors and longth of survival
in outer environment of pathogenous lepto-
gpires and with biology of saprophytie lepto-
spires. Chapter 3 is concerned with immunolo-
gical problems. Pathogenesis, pathologic anato-
my and histolugy, elinies, diagnosties, difforential
diagnostics and treatment of leptospiroses are
discussed in the next chapter. Chapter 5 covers
the problems of laboratory diagnostics: aggluti-
nation and lysis test, techniques in analyzing

222

antigenic structure of leptospires, methods of
blood, liquor and urinoe examination in pa-
tients ns woll as demonstration of leptospires
in outer environment. Chapter 6 presents de-
tailod data on the ocourrence of leptospires
in different groups of mammals and on the
character of opizootiea in their populations.
Chapter 7 is devoted to the possible role of
hydrobionts, blood-sucking arthropods, fishos,
amphibians, reptilos and birds in the transmis-
sion and dissemination of leptospires. The
subssquent chapter deals with leptospires in
domestic animals (cat, dog, sheep, goat, horse,
cattle, pig) and in foxos (breeding species at fox
farrms). Chapter 9 includes epidemiological pro-
blems, mechanism and routes of transmission
of the infection, seasonal ocecurrence of and
susceptibility to infection. The geographical
distribution of loptospires in particular conti-
nents with detailed data on Europe and especial-
ly USSR, and spatial structure of natural fooi of
leptospiroses are subjects discussed in Chapter
10. The last chaplor is devoted to prevention of
the discaso and to anti-epidomiological mensures.
The book is eoncluded with a very comprehens-
ive list of literaturo (a total of 1 190 references).

The monograph deserves a high appreciation.
It contains woll organized rich materials suit-
ubly complemented with tables and figures.
It is sure to find a wide range of readers not
only nmong specialisis in the ficld of leptospi-
roses, but among researchers engaged in the
studies on natural foci of diseases, physivians,
veterinarians, parasitologists and medical zoo-

logists as well.
Dr. V. Cernyj, C.Sc.



