L. P. Spasskayu, A. A. Spass

This publication written by the two well-
known cestodologists L, P, Spasskaya and A. A.
Spasskiy presenis Lo the reader the resulls
obtained during the Soviet helminthological
expeditions to the Tuva Autonomous Republie
for the years 1956—1968. The authors having
participated in several of these cxpeditions,
give a comprehensive account of the results
of studies on the costodes of birds from this
region. The fuunn of the Tuva Autonomous
Republie has not been explored to a great
extent in the past, although it is very important
from the zoogeographieal point of view, Natural
conditions show considerable diversity in the
arcas, i.e., high mountain tundra and dry
steppes, taiga and riverside forests, freshwater
and salt lakes. This is reflectod in the great
diversity of bird species and their helminths,
The authors examined more than 3,000 birds
aud recovered from them 140 cestode species
belonging to 12 families and 2 ordors, ie.,
5 spocies of the order Pseudophylliden, 144
species of the order Cyelophyllidea. The dominant
cestode families woro llymenolepididae (68
species) and Dilepididae (52 species).

A dctailed description is given of all cestode
species, nnd both descriptions and drawings
are original. Tn a number of instances, descrip-
tions of earlier authors have been oxactifiod
and completoed to such an extent, thal they are
redesoriptions rathor. In this way, the authors
of this monograph have greatly contributed
Lo the solution of problems concernnd with
bird cestodes. Of importance are the detailed
deseriptions anil exact drawings of many apecies
ieseribed recontly by Soviet authors from the
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northern wwl mmost custern areas of the USSR,
Sinece these deseriptions have generally been
published in local Soviet periodicals dispersed
throughout. the Soviet Union, the monograph
will facilitate studies on several groups of cesto-
des from the Palacarctic region. All descriptions
of the species nre completed with data on their
occurrence in the Tuva Autonomous Republic,
and ofren with notes on their biology. The authors
have sulved also several problems of taxonomy
and systematics. They have erected 4 now genera
(Tetraonetta — family Davaineidae; Laritacnia -
family Dilepididae; Lyrutaenia and Diclyterina -
family Paruterinidae). They have assigned the
speeics Raillielinag (R.) wrogalli (Modder, 1790)
lo tho genus ZTefraoneita as its type speeies,
and also the species Davainea retusa Clere,
1903, They have tiransforred Anemotacnia
hydrochelidonis Dubinina, 1953 Lo the genus
Laritaenia as its type species; Rhabdomelra
nigropunctala (Crety, 1890) to tho genus Lyrutac-
nia as its type species, and Parulerina cholod-
kowslkii (8krjabin, 1914) to the genus Diclylerina
as its Lype species.

A list is given of the hterature used in the
monograph. The book by L. P. Spasskaya and
A. 8. Spasskiy s very important for studies
on bird cestodes mainly from the Palacarctic
rogion, It contains important data, which other.
wise would be difficult to obtain and. therefore.
similar to earlier publications of both authors,
this monograph will be indispensable for every
helminthologist.
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