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The firat, successful, volume of the series
“Fundaments of genoral hohminthology™, pu-
blished m 1970, is followed by wvolumo two
“The Biology of Helminths", In this new book,
the authors present a complelo survey of con-
cepts and studies on life cyeleg, with character-
istics of the processes involved, and of the phy-
siology of helminths.

The introductory chapters deal with the
syslem of the supertype Secolecida enabling
the definition of helminths as scolevida living
a3 parasilos during a certain phase of their life.
The twofuld external environment of helminths,
i.e., the system: puarasite-host-environment,
is discusded on p. 8—22. This phcenomenon
involves problems of the endo- and oxoocology
of helminths. The chaptor dedieated to host
categorios and to studies on Llhe ontogonesis
of helminth is of utmost importance. 1t 13 logi-
eally followed by an cvolution of epidemiolo-
gical aspects. In the chaptor on hust eategories
arranged in accord with the degree of natural
susceptibility of the hosts to helminths, the
aunthors have demonstrated, on a number
of examples host-parasite relationships and
possibilitics of their evolulion in connection with
the factors determining the organism to be
utilized as the host of the parasite, und the phe-
nomenon of the exchange of hosts. The general
lay-out of these introductory chapters offers
a good orientation throughout the problems
solved in this book.

The next part deals with problems of general
biology (p. 23--182). The individual chapters
discuss the various forms of helminths in relation
to the external onvironment. An evaluation
is given of the degree of bonds botween the helm-
inth and its environment (ccto- amil endohelm-
inths), tho posaibilities of the release of the
helminth or its developmental stages into the
oxternal environment, their movements (migra-
tion), the routes and mechanisms of entering
their hosts (from n general point of view).
Attention has been given to the migralion of
endohelminths in the organisin of vertebrates
(cavity- and tissue migration), and to the various
forms of tissue migration. In addition, briefl
characteristies are given of the migration of mo-
nogeneans and that of helminths in the organism
of invericbrates. Tn conclusion, a comprehensive
survey is given of the phenomenon of migra.
tion of helminths in the organism of their hosts,
The following chapter contains data on the
loeation of the helminths in vertehrates and
invertebrates, on the duration of development
and longevity of the helminths, on fertilization
and fertility. A separate chapter is dedieated
to variability and to morphologieal anomalies
in helminths, which are important for a better
understanding of several taxonomie probloms.
Casoz of hyperparasitism arc illustrated in
a number of examples, and brief reference is mado
to palaechelminthie findings.
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