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After a ten-year interval another pnet has
been added (o the three preceding parts of the
Key Lo the faona of CSSR. The volume includes
the phyln Tardigrada, Pentastomudn and the
sub-phylum  Chelieerata. The  difficulty
compiling the Jast mentioned subfyvlum was the
main reason why there was sueh a long mterval
in the publication of the Key. The eredit for thi
preparation ol this colleetive work 15 due to ils
editors M. Daniel and V. Cerny. the scientific
workers of the Instituto of Parasitology., Creeho-
slovak Acadomy of Seiences in Prague. The
extensive mwaterial did not permit to accomplish
the initial plan of construeting keys down to
species. Due to the faet that for many yvears
the Czochoslovak Aeademny of Seienees has boen
publishing a series of monographs Fauna CSSI,
a reasonable compromise has boen achieved while
compiling the present volume—keys have been
constructed down to the species level only in
thoso groups well studied in Cuechoslovakia,
but not ineluded for the publication in tho
Fauna (SSI series. They are the groups of no
great ceconomic or medical importance, or those
of which insufficicnt material is available from
the territory of this country. On the other hand,
in the groups important for practico and which
have nlready appeared as monographs or whose
publication has beoen planned in the series, the
keys hove been constructed down to tho generie
lovel only.

Now lot us have a bricf survey of contents.
Tho phylum Tardigrads has been compiled by
the late Professor Bartod. 1t is arranged down
to genera becauss tho same suthor has already
written a detailed monograph of the phyluw
(Fauna CSSR, vol. 17, 1967). Likewise, the
phylum TPenlastomida hus heen compiled in the
same volume by J. 8lais who constructed the
identification taubles in the Key down to generie
level only. The opeming chapter to the sub-
phylumn Chelicerata including the koeys to orders
has been writlen by M. Daniel. The koys to tha
order Psoudoscorpionidea facilitating  species
identifientivn have bheen written by P. Verncr
who mentions species known in Czechoslovakia
as well as those from the adjoining countries,
The order Opilionidea has been compiled by
V. Silhavy{, who ia the author of a monogruph
on thig order in the Fauna CSSR (vol. 7, 1950).
The most extensive seetion of the book (pp. 51
to 316) are the keys to the order Arancida,
constructed by F. Miller, who has boen study-

ing spiders in Czoehoslovakia for a score of

years. It is a remarkable accomplishment
facilitating species identification of Central-
European spiders amounting to almost 1100

spocios. With most of them also biotopes of

their occurrenee and numbers are wmentioned in
short charaeterizations.

The eonstruetion of kevs down to the urder
Avarinn has surely posed a diffienlt. problem.
The suthor of the opening ehaptor with n koy
to snborders is M. Daniel who mdheres to the
system proposed by Vitzthum. Keys to the
suborder Mesostigmata, eompiled by F. Dus-
babek and K. Sam&inak, have boen conatructod
down to genern. The suborder Ixodides haos
been compiled by V. Cerny and B. Resicky and
tho relovant keys facilitate species identifieation
of ticks in Central Europe. Keys to the syste-
matically diffienlt. suborder Trombidiformes,
facilitating generie identifieation have boen
mostly construeted by M. Daniel, only the
subgroup Totrapodili has beon compiled by the
Polish speciahist Professor Boezek. Koys Lo the
group Hydrachnellao have been constructed
down Lo species by the late F. Léska, a specialist
who also mentions biotopes of ocourrence, ns
18 the easo with spiders. The suborder Sarcopti-
formes is divided in groups Aceridiac and Ori-
batei. Kovs to the first group constructed by
V. Corny and K. Saméindk facilitate generie
identifieation, and with the family Acaridae also
keys to hypopi stages are included. The part
roluting to the group Oribatei was writton by
M. Kunst. It eomprises keys to familics and
keys to genera are included only in those families
whose representatives have been found in
Czechoslovakia.

The book is provided with an alphabetical
index of Latin names, a list of Czech namos and
with a tuble of econtents in which the systematie
clnssification of eategorios compiled shows up
clearly. The texts of relevant keya are comple-
mented with a great number of good illustrations
(pen drawings) representing morphologieal do-
tails included in the keys and making their use
very eary. The general appearance of the book
mnkes a very good impression and suecessfully
refleets the developient of Czechosluvak zoology
after the Socond world war, Mozt kevs are tho
results of the year-long experience of particular
authors, only some catogorics in which nobody
has so fur specialized in Czechoslovakia, have
been done by co-authors. Most illustrations are
original.

On the whole, the book is free of shorteomimgs
and the reviewer has hardly any eriticisin to
make, exeepl that the enumeration is not quite
uniform and that in opening chapters to some
groups mentions on the mode of collection and
prescrvation of material havo been omitted.

Tho Key, which will greally contribute to
further knowledge of the fauna of Czecho.
slovakia, will serve as a good hasis for other
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