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International symposium on leptospirosis at Smolenice

The international symposium on leptospi-
rosis held at Smolenice from Seplembor 11
to 13, 1973, was sponsored by the Czechoslovak
Medieal Society J. E. Purkyné, the Czechoslovak
Soviety for Microbiology and Epidomiology,
the Czechoslovak Microbiological Sociely of the
Czechoslovak Aecademy of Seiences, and the
Medienl Faculty, of Comenius University,
Bratislava. The symposiom was altended by
57 spoeialists [romn 22 countries, The official
opening and the welcoming addresses delivered
by members of the organizing institutions woero
followed by two introductory papers presented
by Dr. M. Abdussalam, WHO, Geneva, and
Dr. J. W. Wolff, Holland. Both papers dealt
with problems of international collaboration
in the research of leptospirosis. The working
programme  of the svmposium was divided
into 5 sections on various aspects ol leplospi-
rosis, - Le., biology, taxonomy, diagnostics,
opidemiology and the clinie. Tho 12 papers of
Section 1 dealt with the ultrastructure of
leptospires and other spirochetes, with the
biologieal properties of haomolysine in L. po-
mona, with problems of leplospiral antigens
and immunity, changes in the antigenie siructure
eausod by cualture on modin containing lepto-
spirnl antibody, transformatlion of leptospires
on experimental animals and the cvaluation of
bio-assay tests in the bacterino of L. grippo-
typhosa, The 9 papers of Section 2 discussed
problems concerned with the classification of
leptospires in general and in association with
DNA. Special attention was given to the
taxonomy of the serogroup Pomona. Two
new serotypes of Leptlospirae isolatad from
small mammals, were rocorded from Bulgaria.
Othor papers dealt. with the results of electro-
phoresis of proteins in leptospires, with the
taxonomy of water leptospires, with the pos-
sibility of a differentiation botween pathogenic
und saprophytic leptospires on the basis of
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their period of survival in laboratory animals
The 6 papers of BSection 3 discussed wvarious
diagnostic methods and thoir applicability
in different types of diagnostic laboratories,
i.e., the indireet haomagglutination test in the
diagnosis of leptospirvsis, experimental studies
on the coincidence of bacteriologicel and
serological findings in laboratory animals,
susceptiblity of leptospires to antibioties in
vitro, and problems of standardizing the
serodiagnosis of loptospirosis. Section 4 with
the largest number of papers (a total of 15)
wns concerned with the question of surveillance
of leptospirosis, the ceology ol pathogenie
leptospires, comparalive studies on natural foei
of L. grippotyphosa in Central Kurope, reser-
voirs of Leptospirae in different countries,
control measures and thorapy of leptospirosis
in livestocks. The three papers of Scetion 5 dealt
with elinical and professional aspects of lepto-
spirosis. On Soptember 14, 1973, a publie
meeting was held by the Subcommittee for
Leptospiral Taxonomy.

The social programme received many favour-
able comments. At both evening parties,
ample opportunities were offered for new
personal contacts to be made, for informal
discussion and exchango of information. Also
the excursion to the castle Cierveny Kamen
arranged in the afternoon of September 12, 1973
was greatly cnjoyed by all participants, and
these events sharod in tho high success of the
symposium. The symposium was oextremely
well organized and the Smolenice Castle offered
a perfect background for both working sessions
and =ocial events. The papers delivered indi-
cated, on an international seale, the most
important current problems of leplospirology
and the trends to bo followed in the near future.
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