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A. A. Zemskaya, the scientific worker of the
Gamaleya  Instituto  of Epidemiology and
Microbiology, Aeademy of Medical Scionces of
the (S8R, belongs to the outstanding
Soviel acarologists. Her lifework is aimed above
all at the rescarch of gamasid mites and their
importance as carriers and veclors of pathogene
germs in the natural loei of infection. In her
publication we find the literary dats as well
as her own years-long results and experiencos
covermg these problems.

In the [irst chapter the general charncleristics
of the superfamily Gamasoidea are described.
A groat eare is puyved to the morphology of all
developmental stages and to elucidation of all
detals deeisive for the apecies determination.
The comentary ineludes many schematic figures,
We find further a summary of the biology of
gamasidd mites, types of their parasitation,
degrees of the haemutophagy, seasonal distribu-
tion and brief eharacteristies of Lhe habitats,
A brief gurvey of the geographieal distnibution
closes the chaptor.

Noxt chapter deals with the modieal import-
ance of gamasid mites in goneral. as rogards
the direet infestation of man and effect of
dermatitides, az well as their importance in the
nalural foeci of infeetion. Tho main part of tho
chapter consists of the tables illustrating tho
rolation botween gamasid mites and other
different pathoergonts including 37 species of
mites and 18 causative agents of infection
(virusos, rickettsiao, bacteria, spirochaetas),
This relation of mites to the causative agent of
infection is classed in b categories: |) the causat-
ive agent of infection was isolated, 2) the ability
of a mite to he infectod was determined, ) the
ability to preserve the infection and to transfer
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it by bite, 4) the ability to proserve the infection
and to trunsler it by contamination, 5) the trans-
ovarian transfer of infection was determined.

The third chapler including o list of single
speecios forms the chief purl of the book. The
superfamily Gamasoidea is here conceived and,
with somo modifientions, divided into fumilies
according Lo Bregetova (Gumazovye kleshehi,
Oprodeliteli po fauno SSSR, Pub, AN SSSR,
Moseow— Leningrad, 1956), from which 5 families
are mentioned (Dermanyssidae — including
4 spoeies, Macronyssidae - 3 species, Hirstionys-
sidan — 6 species, Llnemogamasidae — 7 species,
Laelaptidae - 14 species). For every species
mentioned, the brief characteristiez, list of
hosts, goographiecal distribution, biology, devel.
lopent (ineluding the deseription of particular
developmontnl  stagos), modical nnportance,
control and protection iz given. The text s
compleled by 5 tables; to less signifieant. species
a list of hoats and geographiea! distribution is
added. These lisis include other 56 species of
the famuly Hirstionyssidae and Haemogama-
sidue and genera Haremolaelaps, Laelups and
M yonyssus.

Tho hook forms in many points a supplement
to the monography by N. G. Bregetova (1956)
and brings a gront number of concrete data
enabling the solution of an always actual
problem of the importance of gamasid mites
i nutural foei of infeetion. Tho book s elear
and well arranged n an instructional way
and it will be a valuable contribution to the
literature on acarology. Unfortunately, the low
number of copies odited (2,900) will not allow
its larger distribution.
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