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“‘Scientific and practical achievements in Soviet helminthology’’ — a conference held in

Moscow from December 6—8, 1973

In Deeember 1973, a conference was held
in Moscow to ecommemorate the 85th anniversary
of the late academician K. |. Skryabin, the
renowned scientist and founder of the scientifie
branch of helminthology. As indicated by the
title, the working programme of the conferonce
was devoted mainly to an evaluation of rescarch
rosults achieved by BSoviet helminthologists,
and to the perspeclives and principal assign.
ments of Soviet helminthology in the near
future. The conferonee was arranged by the All
Union Helminthologienl Society, the Helmintho-
logical Laboratory. Academy of Sciences,
U.8.8.R. and the All Union Helminthological
Institute “K. I. Skryabin, All Union Academy
of Agricultural Sciences. It was attended by
several hundred Soviet helminthologists and
by delegates and scientists in this ficld of science
from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary,
Poland and Yugoslavia.

The working programme of the three-day-con-
ference was this: Day 1 — plenary session with
five eontributions devoted to the historical role
and importance of K, 1, Skryabin in establishing
the Soviet helminthological sehool. The hends
of the delogations and several other participants
from wvarious countries paid tribute to K. 1.
Skryabin's valuable help in the development of
helminthology in the various socialist countbries.

The programme of the next two days was
divided intu eight specialized scctions dealing
with these topics: general helminthology, me-
dical helmithology and  helminthozoonoses,
sanitury  helminthology and helmintheses of
livestock produced on an industrial scale,
information on new anthelminties and their
applieation in vetorinary modieme, epizootology,
forecast ond control of helminthiases, immu-
nology, and alergy, pathogenesis and bioche-
mistry of helminthes, 1chthyohelminthology.
phytohelminthology. The wide range ol prob-
lems discussed at the conference is indicated by
the number of sections and topics, The number
of papers delivered surpassed one hundred, and
approximately 200 delegates participated in the
discussion.

The Czechoslovak delegation headod by nea-
demician B. Rosieky participated mainly in the
working prograrmme of the section on general
helminthology. In the two-day sessions of this
section, Sovict and foreign scientisls delivered
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more than 20 papers, and approximately as
many participated in tho discussion. Members
of the Czechoslovak delegation presented two
papers: Rydavy, Barus, Moravec “The possibility
of utilizing antagomstic interactions botween
larval trematodes of the families Echinosto-
matidae and Schistosomatidae in the biological
control of human schistosomoes™; Prokopi¢ ““The
composition of the helminth fauna of the host in
association with nutrition and the external en-
vironment'. In this section, tho papers were
devoted to problems of biology, population
ecology and helminth specificity, Lo the results
on morphological and biometrical variability of
helminths in connection with investigations of
the host forms, to acute systermatie and faumstic
problems, and to helminth geography. The deba-
tes in all sections offered a clear picture of the
immense scientific base and wido range of hel-
minthological research im the U.8.8.R.

In the aflternoon of the third day, the con.
forence was closed by a plonary session evaluat-
ing its course and discussing also prohlems eon-
cerned with the organisation of the All Union
Helminthological Society which, at present, hus
more than 2,000 membors. The results of the
Soviet helminthological school as presentod at
the conference, and the outlines of further steps
to bo taken in its planned development were
highly appreciated by all participants, Tho
Organizing Committee is to be congratulated
for producing such successful conference, and
for providing favourable conditions for a wide
exchange of information in all fields of helmin-
thology, and ample opportunitics for establish-
ing new working contacts smong scientists
from various countries. The course of the con.
ference showed clearly the dynamic developrment
of helminthology in the U.S.8.R. and in other
socinlist countrics.

Horouge wus paid to the late academieian
K. 1. Skryabin by the publication of a collsclion
of papers called *“Problems of general and ap-
plied  holminthology™  (Publishing House
«Nauka'‘, Moscow 1973, 398 pp.). containing 81
original papers by Sovict and foreign helmintho-
logists. The publieativn of this collection of
papers was highly appreciated by all concerned.
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