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Richard Solomonovich Shults (1896—1973)

In October 1973, Professor Richard Solumo-
novich Shults, the renowned Soviet seientist, pa.
rasitologist, membor of the Kazakh Aeademy of
Seicnees, doctor of hiologieal seiences, died at
the age of 78 vears. Professor Shults devoted his
life to scientific work on theoretical and applied
parasitology and helminthology with a view on
mtroducing seientific results to the practice.
He published more than 250 original papers,
numerous monographs and  textbooks, some-
times as the sole author, sometimes in colla-
horation with other authors, ¢.g., with acadomi-
cian K. 1. Skrvabin (,,Helminthinses of cattle™:
“Vetorinary parasitology and infeclive discases
of domestic animals™; “Parasitic helminths of
the rabbit and hare and disenses enused hy
them”, ele.). These publications are of lasting
value for both secientists and praeticians, and
a useful guide in the training of young holminth.
ologists  and  parasitologists,  Professor Shults
participated most aclively in the training of the
voung scientific gencration of parasitologists
from the Soviet Umion and from other countbries.
His work and personal approach influenced
consitlerably the Czechoslovak helminthological
school partienlarly 1 the soudy on problems
coneerned with immunology and pathogenicity
of  helminths, their phylogeny, ceology and
syvstemnties,

At first, Professor Shults worked in Moscow
and later in Alma-Ata as Head of the Helmintho.
logieal Laboratory. Kazakh Scientifie Vetermary
Resenrch  Institufe,  Durng  this  period he
collected  and evaluated a vast amount of
experimental material contributing thus eonside-
rably to the knowledge and coneept of a nmunber
of problems concerned with the pathogenieity.
clinie, therapy, epizootology and control of
helminthiases, Of greatest importanee in both
theory and  practice are his results on the
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diagnosis, cxpr-rimom.nl therapy, immmunology
nntd pathogenesis of helminths, He pointed out
and investigaled a number of new, elomental
problems, exactificd the connotation of terms
sueh as “parasitism”, the extont of host-para-
site  specificily, categories of host-parasite
relationships, reservoir parasitism, holminthie
proeesses and others. In addition, he classifind
ummmulngu-al responses and helminth virulence.
He contributed greatly to our knowledge of
helminth mugrations in the organisin of the
definitive host and made a new classification of
these migrations.

He devoted much of his time to acadermn
setivities. Of the large number of specialisis
trained by him, many have become foremost
Soviet  helminthologists,  Partieularly in the
Soviet.  republies beyund the Causacus, the
development of helminthology owns a great deal
to Professor Shults and his uneceasing efforts.

For the last years of his life. he worked
together with Professor Gyvozdev on the unique,
four-volumed monograph “Fundaments of ge-
neral helminthology . The first two volumes were
published in 1970 and 1972, work on the third
and almost finished volume dealing with the
pathogenesis and immunity of helminthiases was
imterruptod by his death.

The life of Professor Shults was that of an
netive Soviet seientist who  devoted all his
cfforts to the development of hix eountry and of
science, With him we have lost a great seientisn
and a wise, just and upright friend. His work
and personality will live forever in the hearts
ol all his pupils. collaborators and friends.

Honoured be hiz memaory!

Dr. V. Barué, I.Se. and
Dor, Dr. B. Rydary. D.Se.



