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A group of Soviet parasitologists from the
Helminthological Laburatory and Biological
Instatute of the Aeademy of BSeionces of the
U.B.8.R. headed by Prof. K. M. Ryzhikov,
examinod and evaluated the material collected
durmmg  helminthologieal  oxpeditions  to  tho
Yaokutsk Tervitory. The aron of the Yakut
Autonomous Soviel Socialist Republic is vory
wide (3 million km?) and the birds as definitive
hosts of helmimths represent the most. numerous
group of verfebrates in this termitory, Tt com.
prises 250 species, of which 232 are nesting in
the Yakutsk Territory. The holminth specimens
were recoverced by disscebing nlmost 6 thousand
birds belonging to 150 species ol 16 orders.

The first volume is devoted to Nematoda and
Acanthocephala. In the introduetion the indi-
vidual landsenpe types of Yakutia., namely
tundra, laign and mountain zone are brielly
characlerized -with respect to characteristic
c¢lements of their avifauna (pp. 7—I11). 'T'he
following ehoaptor (pp. 12 16) concerns the
history of the study of helminth fauna in this
tervitory. The basic chapters of the book deal
with tho elasses Nomatodn (pp. 16--127) and
Acanthocephala  (pp.  128—131). Nomaloda
include 184 species (104 of them occur i the
Yakutsk Territory) and Acanthocephala 35
species (only, 20 of thom oceur in this arca). The
helminths ure presented in systematic vrder. For
each genus lirat the species occurring in Yakutia
and then those from neighbouring arcas are
mentionod. For cach helminth speeies ure given
the datn on definitive hosls in this territory,
ineidence of infection and bibliography. A great
attention was paid to geographical distribution
of helminths not only in the U.S.S.R. hut also in
the whole world, The data coneerning the species
from the regions adjacent to Yakutia are more
concise, only definitive hosts, locality and the
relevant references are recorded. An important
parl. of the book is the faunistical analysis of
helminths examined, their location in the defini-
tive host, specificity, biology and geographieal
distribution. Thaso data are given for each
suborder. A logieal conclusion of this volume
15 a survey of nematodes and acanthocephalans
recovercd from individual bird specics in the
area investigatod (pp. 164—180). The list of
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helminths is well arranged. On the whole, the
book contains data on 222 specios of birds from
14 orders and their helmiths,
references is divided invo papers concerning the
Yakutsk "L'erritory (19 refercneos) and a list of
all papers eited in the text (172). The indexes to
Latin names of families and genera of helminths
(pp. 192—103), helminth species (pp. 194—198),
Russian and Latin names of birds (pp. 199—201),
ns well as general contents of the monograph
(p. 204) help 1o betier orientavion in the text.
The second volume devoted to Cestoda and
Trematoda 13 arranged in o similar manner
including the briel introductory chapters. The
two main chapters present data on 330 species
of cestodes (pp. 13—137) and 327 spocies of
trematodes (pp. 138 - 245). The parasites were
rocovered from 257 species ol hirds belonging
to 20 orders. Of the total number of helminthas
180 spocies of eestodos and 133 species of trema-
todes oveur in the Yukutsk Territory. A faunisti-
cal analysis, specificity, biology and geographiecal
distribution of cach specics is given for the
subordors. Sinularly as in the provious volume,
then follows a chapler listing the species of
parasites according to their ocecurrence in the
dofinitive hosta (pp. 246 - 295). The hibliography
(pp. 206-—-317) imcludes 377 reforonces ailed in
the text. Indexes to Latin names of families and
genera of helminths (pp. 318—321), holminth
species  (pp. 322-—3384), Russiasn and  Latin
names of birds (pp. 335—339) and the general
contents (p. 340) are also attached at the end
of this volume.

it may be concluded that the monograph lulfils
tke nim laid down by the authors. Both volumes
are an important contribution to tho regional
helminthologiecal-fuunistical investigation and
prove the signifieance of Soviet helminthological
expeditions. The critical approach of the authors
to the solution of taxonomical problems should
be appreciated. This monograph will be of great
interest and importanee not only to parasitolo-
gisls engaged in general study of helminthology
(especially geography of helminths), but also tu
ornithologists and veterinarians.
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