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First International Theriological Congress in Moscow

The Firsl International Theriolugical Congress
was held in the capital of the USSR from 6th to
12th Junec J074. It was attended by 908 partiei-
pants from 31 countries; 642 of them from the
USSR. As to the number of delegates, Czocho-
slovakia (18) was on the 4th place behind the
USA, Poland and GDR. Acadcrnician B. Rosicky
and Acndemieinn J. Kratochvil were members
of the Congress Presidium,.

The Congress Look place at the Mescow State
Uwmiversity and wae presidledd hy Prof, V. I,
Sokolov. Aflter inauguration of the Congress,
Prof. G. A. Novikov read his opening lecture
on the present state of theriology. During the
fullowing 3 days the plenary sessions took place
in the morning and mectings of the sections 1n
the afternoon. There were 6 sections, namely
I'hylogeny and Palacotheriology, Morphology,
Systematies and Zoogeography, Feology, Etho.
logy. and Apphed Thermology. Four of them
were divided into subsections. ‘Uhe fourth day was
devoted to the work of 17 symposin dealing with
special subjeets. On the Inst day of the Congross
a Plenary Session was held i the morning aml
a I"inal Plenary Session m the afternoon, It was
proposed to orgamize the Second International
Therivlogienl Congress in Czechoslovakin
1978, 1t will be prepared and organized by the
Tnstitute of Vertebrate Research, (Czeehoslovak
Academy of Sciences, Brno.

The program of the Congress covered also pa-
rasitological problems, Four participants of the
Tnstituro of Parasitology. Czechoslovak Academy
of Seienens, headed by Academician B. Rosicky,
took part espeewnlly in the Seetion on Applied
Theriology, Subsection on Medical Theriology.
Three of the 13 lectures held in this subsection
were read by Czochoslovak scientists. TLe
lectures denll. with ceology of rodents of the
plaguc transmission eycle m Central Java
(R. W. Turer), dynamies of plague epizooties
among great gerhil (. V. Rotshild el al.), stabi.
lity of rodent plague epizootie process applying
o mathematical model (1. 8. Soldatkin and Yu. V.,
Rudenchik), serological study of mammals in
natural plague foei (Y. V. Kanatov et al.), role
of mammals in the natural foer of tick-borne
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encephalitis (V. Corny; E. I. Korenberg), rahies
(G. B. Malkov and L. Y. Gribanova), leplospiro.
sie (I8, V, Karaseva), study of the ecology of
certain small-mammal-borne infections in Iran
(A. A. Arata et al), principles of matenal
simulation in epizooiology of non-transmissive
zoomoses of mammals (V. Y. Litvin), role of
mammals in tho circulation of Tuhyha virus
(V. Baérdos), relationships of manmunals nnd
pathogens of some baeterial infoetions (T. N.
Dunaeva) und viruz of hemorrhagie nephroso-
nephritis (B. Rosicky and V. Cerny).

Symposium 135, Parasites and diseases ol wild
mammals, was held in the Gamaleya Institute
of ths USSR Aeademy of Medical Seicnees.
After the introductory lecetures devored to
experimental studies of inhabitants of nests of
small forest mammals (M. Daniel), relationship
between fleas and mammals (N, F. Darskuya)
and the use of isolopes i the study of ecology
of small mammals (B. E. Knrulin} followed
a diseussion  concerning  the problems  and
terminology of nalural focality of diseases and
medieal theriology. The parasitologieal problems
were nlso dealt with in the main leetures on the
last plenary session where Prof. B. Rosicky
discussed the importance of mammals in evoln-
t1on of different groups of parasitos of vertebrates
and Prof. V. V. Kucheruk the wild mammuls as
carriers of diseases dangerous to man.

‘I'he "heriological Congress in Moseow was very
sucoessful. The theriologists of the whole warld
had for the first time the possibility Lo meel and
discuss the present state, problems and perspee-
tive of this branch of seienee, ss well as establish
personal contaets and beeome acquainted with
the host country end its nature during the
excursions, The medieal themology represented
an important part of the working program. The
Congress was well organized and altained its
ain in all respects. The participants highly
appreciated the seientifie discussions and friendly
meetings. It is to be hoped that nlso the next
congress will help ereate a tradition of meetings
of theriologists so successfully begun by the
First Congress.
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