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MVDr Karel Ra¥in is dead

One of the founders of Czechoslovak modern
parasitology, the bearer of the Order of Labour
Karel Rasin died on November 3,1074, aged 70.
Llis professional carcer and scientific achieve-
ments were outlined in the article devoted to
his 75th birthday and 50th anniversary of his
research activities, which appeared in the last
year's (lolia parasitologica (Praha) 20: 382,
1973)). Tt should be ndded that thore, huve been
few specialists able to achieve successful results
in many related disciplines, not in tho former
polyhistorinn sense but in view of the full in-
volvement in advanced research activity, us is
the case of Dr. Karel Ra&in.

In appliod zoology ho conducted a pioncering
rosaarch in life eveles of helminths of fishes and
birds: as early as 1925 promoted ecological
trends in helminthology and 45 years ago intro-
duced advanced Soviet mothods in the research
of hosts, particularly Skryabin’'s helminthologi-
cal dissection. He showed that a solid work in
parasitology with demonstrable and applicable
results could be done only simultaneously with
field and laboratory investigations.

His demonstration of toxoplasmosis in the
hare in 1949 was undoubtedly an impetus for
a deeper rescarch of zoonoses as well as other
infectious diseases which may circulate armong
wild and domestic animals and eventually
jcopardize tho health of man,

His long-time activites in the development
and production of vaccines in Biovetn at ITvano-
vice na Hané did not divert his attention from
the problems of wild, free-living or protocted
animnls. Successful sanitation measures of the
State Veterinary Administration in Czechoslo-
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vakia which have arouscd intercst and respect
abroad, would be unthinkable without these
fundamental studies. As & result, the sanitation
of domesticated animals exposed seasonally to
the open environment rogularly inercased tho
rexistanee of all susceptible hosls in biocenoses
against parasitoses. In mass production forms
of animal husbandry all these problems have
come still more forward.

The present efforts for planned securing of
a healthy landscape, made by many research
centres and in which tho Czochoslovak seicneo
achieved considerable success, were also initiated
by Rasin. His latest studies on the importance
of Ondatra zibethica as carrier of adiaspiromyco-
sis and tularemia and purticularly his experimen-
tal demonstration of the key importance of the
vagrant domestic cat or the cat that got wild
and in closc contaet with toxoplasmosis, and his
proposals to use vaceines for prevention, have
been undoubtedly very valuable and suggestive.

Rasin’s work has become a basis for the col-
laboration within the Council of Mutual Econo-
mie Aid and has so effectively influenced the de-
velopment of Czechoslovak parasitology, epi-
zootology, microbiology, immunology and pa-
thology that it justly won him the Order of La-
hour in May 1974.

The parasitology in Czechoslovakia and
abroad, particularly the Soviet parasitology,
will lkeep the scientific heritage of MVDr Karel
Rasin as an inspiration for a further develop-
ment of economy, public health and protection
of rich and highly productive landscape for the
sake of a healthy human population.
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