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In memoriam of Dr J. Ralph Audy

Nobody evor anticipated that so soon the
Bditorial Ccuncil of our journal would lose
another of its members. J. R. Audy dicd in
San ranciseo on March 19, 1974.

Ho was born on December 24, 1914 in Lan-
cashire, KEngland, Still a small child, he was taken
Ly his parents to Poona, India, where he spent
10 vears, He studied at the London Universily
where he received his M. B. and B. 8. degrees.
Belween 1940 and 1943 he served as Army
physician and entomologist in various African
countrics, Somalin, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia
and Tanganyika. He spent a number of years
at leading posts of the research labaratories in
Tmphal (Burma) and later in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia). He received the Ph. 1. degreein 1951
and the M. D. degree in 1971 from the London
University, In 1959 he accepted the post of
Director of the George Williams Hooper
Foundaticn Medieal Center, University of
California in San Franciseo, where he worked till
his death.

His activities in the ficlds of medicine and
public health were extremely broad and much
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of his energy also went. into teaching. The para-
sitologists, however, have known him primarily
as an excellent specialist in the problems of serub
typhus and its vectors, the chigger mites, to
which he devoted numerous publications as
well as the monograph “Red mites and typhus”
(1968). His interest. was also focused on ecological
problems of relations between different eompo-
nents of natural foei of discases. Also known are
hie papers denling with parasites of Malaysia.
In general acarclogy his name is connected with
the remarkable biological phenomenon, the so-
-ealled neosemy.

Dr. Audy closely collaborated with Acaden:i-
cian E. N. Pavlovsky during the WHO Courses
orgnmzed im Moscow and other Soviet eities in
1960 and 1962 and devoted to the problers of
natural focality of discases,

With Dr. J. R. Audy the scicnce of parasito-
logy has lost ono of its outstanding representa-
tives, u motlost and moble-minded man with
wide professional knowledge.
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