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The Fourth International Congress of Acarology

The Fourth International Congress of
Acarology took place betweon August 12 and 19,
1974 in tho Austrion town Suallelden and was
attended by 160 spocialiets from 36 countries.
The program was divided into 12 scctions:
1—Soil  mites, 2—Marine amd  [reshwaler
mites, 3- Plunt  mites, 4—Mites of stored
products, 5H—Parasitic Acari, faunistic and
taxonomy, G6—Parasitic Acari, host-parasite
interactions, 7 Acari of medies]l and veler-
inary importance, 8—Acari and epidemiology
of diseases, §—"Taxonomy of higher eatogories,
phylogeny and zoogeography, 10—Morphology,
physiology and behaviour, 11—Genetics, po-
pulation dynamies and exporimental taxonomy,
12 — Biological, chemical and physical conbrol.
Apart from this program the following symposia
weore held: Pine structures, Studies of mite
gnathosoma by means of scanning, cloctrone
and light mieroscope, Biologieal control, Mile
nutrition, Nidioolous miles, Mechanisms of tick
feeding. In the evenings the workshops Dircetory,
Gangsystematik, Tabulary Koys wore orgunized.
Czochoslovakin was represented at the congress
by 4 parlicipants who read a total of 14 papers
writton by Czechoslovak acarologists as authors
and eo-authora.

The offiem] opening of the plenary session
by dignitaries of the Congress was followed
by tho introductory paper entitled ““Acarology
in Austria’’ dolivered by Prof. R. Schuster from
Vienna, the president of the Congross., Aftor-
wards Dr. P. Lebrun (Belgium) informod the
participants abont tho netivities of Sovield
de l'acurologin de la langue (rangaise since its
foundation. In conclusion Prof. M. J. Abaticllo
read the paper of Prof. T. Woolley (U.S.A)
entitled “Douns of Amorican acarology.”

The agends of the Congress consistod of
2—3 parallel sections followed by separate
gymposia. In the two plenary sessions procedural
probloms were diseussed. The fext of the Rules
for the Tnternational Clongress of Acarology was
approved, Also the organisational questions
involving the preparation and distribution of
tho Direetory of Acarologists, including the
names of about 1300 specialists representing
acarology today, were agreed upon. N. G. Brege-
tova (U.S.8.R.), T. E. and A. M. Hughes
(Great Britam) and G. W. Wharton (USA)
were elected as honorary members of the
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Congress. W. Knille (West Berlin), K. Sam3inak
(Czechoslovakia) and W. Sixl (Austria) were
elected as new mombers of the International
ixecutive Committes. The next Congress will
be held in 1978, but its venue has not been
decided yot.

The problems of parasitology snd publio
health constituted the program of a number of
sections. The papors in Scetion 5 doalt with,
among othors, chuototaxy of legs and pedipmlps
of some Dermanyssidae, leg segmentation in
chiggers, svnhospitaly and speciation in Demo-
dicidae, geographical nnd ccologienl distribution
of Pyroglyvphiduae, in Section 6 Acari on murine
rodents in Hawaii, oeccurrence of Hirstionyssus
tsabellinus on roproductive fomnlo voles and
bionomies of some parasilic miles on dilferent
hosts were discussed. In Section 7 a few papers
were concornod with house dust mites, while
the others worn devoled to the isolalion of
a new virus from frodes ricinus in the German
Federal Republie, to the phenomenon of
neogomy, host-sceking mochanism in Ornitho-
doros concanensis und diagnosis of lung-mite in-
festation. In the papers of Section 8 attontion
was primarily paid to two groups of problems:
epidemiology, epizootology and characterislios
of nutural foei of dizeazes and their components
in tick-borne onecphalitis and rickottsioses in
Central Europe. Somoe pupers in Seclion 9 were
alzo devoted to general problemns relevant to
parasitic mites: evolution of mites, taxonomy
of trombidiform mites and taxanomy of gama-
soid mites. Most papers in Seetion 10 were
conecerned with different parasitic mites and
ticke. The problems of parasitic mitos were
alzo includod in symposia. This Congress was
characterizod by a greal number ol papers
dealing with morphological studies using scan-.
ning microseopo, which constitutod tho program
of one seetion and two symposia and showed
the perspectives of this modern method in
acarology.

The Fourth Internationnl Cungress of Acaro-
logy in Saalfelden was one of the successful
events, which give specialists an excellent
opportunity to be informed about tho present
state of rescarch in their professional field and
which facilitate exchange of opinion at personal
meetings and discussions. All participants will
remember this congress with gratification.

Dr. V. Cerny, C. Se.



