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6th All-Union Conference on Fish Diseases and Parasites

The vonferenco was held in Leningrad, USRER,
April 3—5, 1974, and was co-sponsored by
institutions of pure and applied research and by
governmental agencies for fish industry and
velerinary surveoillance. More than 200 parti-
cipants [rom all regions of the country,
including several invited experts from Czecho-
slovakia, Poland and the German Democratie
Republie, convened on the sumptuous historical
premises of the Zoological Institute of the Soviet
Academy of Seiences to discuss almost all uspects
of freshwater and marine ichthyoparasitulogy
and ichthyoputhology. All together, 110 papers
were presented: Lhose of general importanee were
read at the plonary session, others in spocialized
parallel sections and somoe were read by title.
The organizing cornmittee, headed by Professor
0. N. Bauor, has done a good job especially by
providing a tforum for stimulating interdiscipli-
nary discussions and contacts. Th was one of the
biggest and most important fish parasitological
events.

The groat interest in o close cooperation
betwooen rescarch institutions in this field and the
veterinury scrvice was documented by the great
attontion, paid to probloms of rapid application
of research results in the field, to the organiza-
tion of vetorinury sorviees in fish husbandry and
Lo an efficient conbrol of fish discases, Tntonsifi-
cation of froshwator piseieulture raiscs many
problems—they were surveved in a stimulating
wuy by Prof. Mussolius; here enemy No | are
viral and bacterial infections, elosely followed in
the USSR by protozoan invasions. Then come
disturbancies enused by deficiont nubrition, and
ol winor importance are other causes of disease,
including motazoan parnsites, The noninfeetious
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gill disease (especially in carps) is becoming
n seriona problem; very often, it i1s caused by
unsalisfuctory water quality {pollution).

Very interesting papers deall with the anti-
porasitic function of the fish immune systom,
changes of the fish blood charanctoristics due to
invasions by parasitcs and the mathematical
analysis  of parasite  population dynamies.
A weries of papers were devoted to patho-
morphological echangoes caused by parasites or to
tho mode of action of parasitic protozoa on their
host (Dr Shulman. Dr Sous, Dr Banina).
Dr Junchis suecessfully achieved experimental
infection in myxosporida by means of a brilliant
method using non-specifie hosts. Several ex-
cellent surveys on taxonomy and zoogeography
in various groups of fish parasites wero presented
(c.g. monogeneans - Dr Gussev). However,
the formerly so frequent papers on taxonomy,
parasite fuuna of various water reservorrs and its
changes in relation to altered ecological
conditions are pno more in the prime focus of
attention, although the immonse and varied
territory of the USSR continues to supply
incxbaustible material for such studies. Since
the insc econference held in 1968, the interest
shifled  gradually towards an  experimental
approach to the study of fundamental factors
acting upon the infection:  or invasion process
in the fish host; in connection with this, now
methods (e.g. 1mmmunology, tissue culture,
eleetron microscopy) are bemg introduced on
n lorge scale. Such a trend, becoming ineroas-
ingly more evident in the Soviel ichthyo-
pathology and fish parasitology, is very promis-
ing as far as new more elficient provention and
conirol are concerned,
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