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Despite the fact that tho research of fleas has
boen paid great attention, there are so far
scarce data on the fleas of birds and thewr
nests. The author presents in his work many
important bionomie data on fleas of birds nests
i Czechoslovakia and partly fills up the gap
in our knowledge on this problem,

54 pages of text, well complemented by 16
Tables aud 5 Figures, contain the rosults ob.
tained in the research of fleas of birds’ nests and
concerning the following species: Ceratophyllus
gallinne, C. pullotux, C. fringillae, C. rusticus,
C. hirundinis, C. styx, C. vagabundus, C. garei,
Dasypeylius gallinwlae andd some mammalian
flon specios. The material includes 15001 flcas
collected from 732 nests of 69 bird species, nesting
in the territory of Czechosluvakin. A total survey
of the material studied is presenled in Table 1,
comprising (6 pages. :

The most oxtensive part of the book is devo-
ted to tho species Ceratophyllus gallinae. repre-
senting one half of the whole material. Following
the notes on the distribution of this spevies in
this country and on its hosts there are detailed
data on the development of C. gallinae in the
nests of Passer domesticus during the vear. There
are also tho results obtained by studies on the
hibernation of €, gallinne and influence of nesting
biology of host on the number of generations of
this flea durmg the year. A comprehensive
chapter s devoted to the dependence of
(. gallinae development upon the nest biology
of host. In the chapter on the migration of €. gal-
linae published data are disoussed and the results
proper are deall with in three parts. The discus-
sion on bionomy is closed with data on tho sox
ratio in C, gallinae with different hosl species
during the year. The results of studies on the
bionomy of Ceratophyilus fringillae ave presentod
in four parts: hosts, development, migration
and hibernation. With some other species of
bird fleas the author eompiled a new store
of knowledge on their bionomy and eompares
them with the oxisting data. Mummalian fleas
found in studiecd nesis. namely Monopsyllus
sciurorum, are discussed in conclusion.
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Despite the high quality of the reviewed
volume based on a very oxtonsive material,
some criticismas arc inevitable: on page 6 in the
list of spocies found all names of wuthors and
deseription data are given in brackets, and
as regards tho species €. pullatus, C. rusticus,
C. styx and C. garei this ia in diserepaney with
paragraph 51b) of International Codex of Zoo-
logieal Nomenelature. The same mistako appears
in the titles of chaptors on pages 35, 43. 45 and
47. With three flea specics incorrect years in
deseription are givon: . vagabundus (Bohe-
man, 18606), N. fasciutus (Bose, 1800) and M. sci-
urorum (Schrank, 1803). Page 14, 7th line from
nbove it is said: “C, tribulis (the nominate form
and ssp. dilotus)’, bul ddatus is a synonym
of C. tribulis, see Peus (1967). In chapters dealing
with the migration of €. gallinae and C. fring:-
lae an incorreet term phoresia is used [or the
transfor of flens from nest to nest by birds,
as this term 8 understood as a spocial cnse
of cluser commensal assoeiation — swe Zlatnik
et al. (1973) ¢te. Tn the above mentioned caso
wo have to do with transport of parasite by its
host. With the speeics €. pullatus (p. 36 abovo)
8 bird spocies are missing in the lisr of
hosts, sece Szabd (1966), Peus (1968). The
dnta on p. 46 conecorning the priority of the
author's finding of €. vagabundus in Central
Europe arv in discrepaney with the finding
of T'enz (1968) who has found both sexes as
well as larvae of C. vagabundus in the nests
of €. monedula in Schwerin (Mecklenburg).
Some other minor errors have been appuarently
enused by misprinting, e. g. on p. 17, 12th
line from below there 18 an incorrect date son-
cerning the eitation Bacot, in the list of litera-
ture eited incorreet number of pages is givon
with Hicks ete.

The above critical notes by no means eli-
minate the considerable asset of the results
presented. Tho bouk will cerlainly arouse
a positive response among specialists engaged
in the studies of fleas and will be an impetus

for further research of bird fleas.
Dr. J. Ryba



