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Third International Congress of Parasitology

The Third International Congress of Parasi-
tology was held in Munich between 25—31
August 1974, and was attended by about 1500
delegates from 77 countries of the world. The
programme was divided into 83 sections con-
contrated in 7 topieal groups: protozoology (17),
helminthology  (21), arachnoentomology  (14),
immunology (11), ehemotherapy (R), physiology
and biochemistry, (6) and other problems (8),
Over 1000 papers were presented in these sce-
tions. Apart from them 6 nam compreohensive
pupers were read dealing with the following
themes: Advances in immunodiagnosis of para-
sitic  diseascs;  Biochemistry  of  helminths;
Feonomie aspeets of parasitie discases of man;
Advances in the bivlogy of sporozoans; Problems
of resistnuee o sceticides, and Jelminths
and zoonoses, (zechoslovakin was represented
ul the congress by specialists from institutes
of both Czechoslovak and Slovak Academics
ol Beienees, nmversitios and resoarch instbitutes
affilimbed to indusirial works, and four acted
as chairmnen or co-chairmen of separate sce-
tions,

During the scssion of the oongress, fol-
lowing the official opcning and addresses
delivered by representatives of various insti-
tutions Rudoll Leuckart Medals were awarded
to 6 outstanding representatives of parasito-
logy: Prof. Dr. R, Ph. Dollphus, Prol’. Dr, P.C.C.
Garnham, Prof. Dr. R. Geigy, Prol, Dre. J. 1.
Polyansky, Prof. Dr. H. W, Stunkard and Prof.

e, 1. I, van Thiel. The introduerory ]mpr-.r
entitled “Present tronds e parasitology™ was
readd by the President of the Congress, Prof.

Dr. G. Piekarski. The programme of relevant
sections taking place in 16 congross halls was
started in the afternoon. It is imposaible in this
short report to cover the enormous volume
of diseussed problems attesting the great advan-
cos of parasitology during recent years. 1 shall
therefore only briefly mention the work of the
above mentioned 7 groups, In the fields of pro-
tozoology, helmmthology und arachnoentomo-
logy the relevant sections were arranged pri-
marily according to the zoological system of
parasites and were concorned mainly with bio-
logy and ecology of separate groups as well
as with problems of evolution, taxonomy, culti.
vation, eytology, eytogenoties, fine struetures,
public health importance of parasites and their
conlrol. In the field of immunalogy the sections
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dealt with propertios of antibodies to parasites,
antigenic character of parasites, allergic reac-
tions, cell immunity, immunodiagnosis, immu.
nopathology amnd immunization against para.
giles, The sections related to chemotherapy
discussed protozoan diseases, trematodiases,
costodiages and nemulodiases of man and do.
mestic animals. Another group of sections con-
cerned  metabolism  of parasitic  protozoans,
biochemistiry of helminths and parasitic arthro.
pods as well as pathophysiology of parasitic
diseases. The last group consisted of scetions
devotod to purasiles of fishes, amphibians, rep-
tiles and birds, 1o pathology of invertebrates,
molluscicides, control of pests and parasitolo.
gieal problems in marine saimals,

During the congress meetings were held by
roprosentatives of the \World Federation of Para-
situlogists, Muropean Federation of Parasito.
logisis, parasitological societies, and there
were meetings of speeial working groups as well.
Several socil cvenis snd excursions were also
snecessful, Professional exhibitions and film
shows devoted to parasitological problems arous.
ol great interest,

Purving the final plenary session elections
were held of the new representatives of the
World Federation of Parasitologists. Prof. Dr.
(. Piekarski (German Federal Republic) was
voted into the office of the new Prosident of the
Fedesation, Dr, J. Woisor was electad repre.
sentative ol Czechoslovakia. The next Congress
of Parasitology will be held in 1978 in Warsaw,
with Academician \W. Michailow as its President.
The proecedings of the last day were terminated
by resolutions which were all ncooptod.

The Third International Congress of Parasito-
logy domonstruled the rapid advancement of
this sciontific discipline in rceent years, not only
in its elassic form, bur priunarily in some working
fields such us cytomorphology, ecytogenectics,
biochemistry, biophyaies, immunology, chemo-
therapy cte. Modern mothods in this rescarch
are much moro widely used. At the same Lime the
congress fhowed the unportanco of parasitology
to be still greater today, since some parasitic
diseases are on the wax, The parasitological
congress in Munich was well organized and un-
doubiedly contributed to international under-
standing and further advances of this disci-
pline.
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