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MUDr. RNDr. Jindfich Jira on the occasion of his 50th birthday

Not so long ago, tho well-known seientist
Dr. Jira celebrated his 50th aunniversary. He
was born in Praguo on April 21, 1925. Hia
interest i natural sciences and, particularly, in
parasitic organisms, wns aroused ut an early
age. Altor completing secondary school in 1944,
he started to study medicine at the Maedieal
Faeulty, Charles University, and graduated in
1950. For his doop interesl in natural seicnces,
ho took & RNDr. at the Biological Faculty in
1953 and obtained thus an underatanding of
both tho health and diseasos of man und the
surrounding nature. Ho took wp postgradunte
studios at the Department of Ecologrieal Zoology,
Faculty of Bivlogy, Charles University undor
Professor J. Jirovoee, who was his Director of
gtudics. During this period, Dr. Jira was earrying
out work on the problom of trichomoninsis of
man and, in 1957, was awarded che C.Se. degren
for his thesis “Studies on trichomomusis in the
male™,

In 1956, the Czechoslovak Aecademy ol
Setoneos appointed hin secientifie officer at the
Proloroological Laboratory which, in 1962, bo-
camo parl of the newly established Instituto
of Parasiwlogy, There, ho has remained until
the prosent. Dr. Jira, an extraordinarily eapablo
pedagog, has been leeturing at wnivoraities in
Praguo and Bratislava. In 1972, he has been
appointed external leeturer in modical parnsito-
logy al the Departinent of Infectious Disvasos,
Hygicne and Epidemiology at the Paediatrio
Faculty, Charles Universily, Prague.

The results of Dr. Jira’s sawentific work havo
beon published in numerous papers nt home and
abrond. During tho initial stage of his seientific

carecr, lis work was concerned with the effect

of various snbstances on protozoans, and with
sevoral bacteriological probloms. In 1953, Dr.
Jira startod to devote much of his time to tho
importance of trichomonad 1nfection of (he
urinary traet in the male; this resulted in 13
papors publishod in domestic and foreign poriodi-
eals (1954 —1961). His epidemiolngical studies
on the incidonee of virilo trichomomasis range
among Lhe most numerous in the world literature,
His eontributions (o tho elinical symptoms of
the diseaso and 1ts epidermwological importance
in the male as regards the spreading of this
infcetion us o parasitic venereal disonse are of
preatest value.

In 1954, in colluboration with Professor Jiro-
vee and others, Dr. Jira began lus studies on
a disease which, at that timo, had startod to
arouse the interest of protozoologists aml elini-
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cians, and had first boen detectod by Dr. Jankit
in Czechoslovakin. Sinee then, these problems
have beon tho principal object of his research
work regardless of the dif ficulties involved. It is
typical of his work that he has tried to establish
the widest possible contacts with tho clinies,
paadintricians, obstotricians, ophtalmologists, in
his effort to investigate the incidence of toxo-
plusmosis and its importance in our population,
His first papers on these problems wore devoted
to laboratory diagnosties, the proparation of
antigen for skin- and antibody tests. |lo prepared
a stundard antigen used by numerous institutions
in Czechoslovakia and abroad, and his toxo-
plasmin antigon has beon tesloed in varous
countries (US.8.R., Violnam, Egypl, DPoland,
Bulgaria, Roumania, ote.). A sorios of papors
on the complomont-fixntion-tost. published in
collshoration with Dr. Bozdéch, rofleets his
oxtreme experienes in these probloms. Dr. Jira,
one of the elosest colluborators of Professor Ji-
rovoe in tho resoarch of toxoplasmosts, and his
most  frequent  co-anthor in papers on this
problem, published himeolf 112 papers covoring
practically the romplota mnge of probloms on
toxoplasmosis including dingnosties, opidemio-
logy, clinieal importanco, therapy and control
measures, Tho rezults of his studies are survoyed
in the monograph “Toxoplasmosis™ by Kouba,
Jira and Hiibnor, publishod by Awviconum in
1974, His bibliography on toxoplasmosis com-
ptled in eollaboration with V. Kozojod, and
published by Gustay Fischor, Stutigart, in 1870
comprizes roughly 8,000 reforences on toxo-
plasmosis, Of his 140 papers concorned with
parasitology in general, 40 have beon published
in forcign periodicals,

Dr. Jira i3 a moembeor of numaerous internntio-
nnl and Czechoslovak seientifis sociotios. For
many years he has been an active momber of
the Czechoslovak Parasitologieal Soviety. Lle
participatad in a numbor of international con-
gressos in Czochoslovakia and abrowd, and has
lkopl up close seiontifie contnets with his colloa-
gues in the US.8. R, G.D.R., G.F.R., Poland,
Bulgavia. Italy, Great Britain, Franeo, Chile,
Tunisia, Auztria, ote. He mitintod the establish-
ment of a Coordination Commnitte for collabo.
rution in toxoplasmesis rosearch in the socialist
counlbries,

On the behall of his oollaborators and
frionds, I wish Dr. Jirn many suneccssful years
of imdomitable nctivity, good health and further
important successes in his work and life.

Prof. MUDr. Q. Catdr, Dr.Se.



