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RNDr. Jan Prokopié, D.Se. is fifty

On August 23, 1976 Dr. Jan Prokopié, one of
the prominent Czechoslovak parasitologists,
Deputy Diroctor of the Institute of Parasitology,
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, llead of the
Experimental Helminthology Department of
this Institute, celebrated his 50th birthday.
A native of Velkrop in eastern Slovakia, only
after the victorious establishunent of the Socialist
system in 1948 ho could be sent as a talented
worker to the Charles University in Prague to
study at the Natural History Faculty where
he graduated in 1953, During his studiocs (1949 till
1953) he became interested in helminthology,
particularly in parasitic worms of cattle, while
collaborating with the parasitologists of tho
present Institute of Parasitology, Czechoslovak
Academy of Seiences. After his graduation he
joined the staff of this Institute (19563) and
studied the problems of systematics, biology
and ecology of parasites infesting domestic,
productive and free-living animals, He specialized
in parasitology-helminthology. In his diploma
paper he presented a first faunistic survey of
parasitic worms of cattle in Czechoslovakia and
the work became a fundamental sourco of
information on this problem in this country.
Already as a universily student, while participat-
ing in the complex research of natural foeality of
discases together with the workers of the then
Biologieal Tnstitute of the Czechoslovak Academy
of Seiences, he treated the muterial of parasitie
worms of insectivores.

In 1958 bhe passed the examination required
for the award of the Candidate of Biological
Sciences degree on the basis of his thesis eutitled
“Parssitic worms of our insectivores”, In the
same year he was a member of the team honoured
with a decoration "For distinetion in labour”.
He took part in the complex parasitological
expedition to Albania (1958) where he collected
parasitic worms of cattle, sheep, pigs, dogs and
cats as well as amphibians; he published the
results of his studies on this material in four
papers., In the years 1960—1965 he studied
ecology of hcelminths parasitizing cattle and
sheep in pasture lunds in Bohemia and treated
the helminthofauna of carnivores. In 1965 he
went for a long-term study visit in the Cuban
Republie where he aceurmnulated a large material
of parasitic worms of cattle, sheep, pigs, dogs,
cats and rodents. He published his scientifie
results in severnl papers included in the series of
papers on Czechoslovak parasitological research
in Cuba which were twice awarded a prize by the
Soientific Board of Speeial Biology, Czechoslovak

Academy of Sciences. Since 18966 ho hns been
engaged in the roscarch of developmental cycles
and ecology of helminths of small mammals,
During all his ecologicul-faunistie studies of
helminths of small mammals for more than
twenty years he also paid attontion to natural
focality of trichinellosis and adiaspiromycosis.
For the discovery of adiaspiromycosis in animals
in Czechoslovakia and a further original elabora-
tion of this problem he and the envolved team
of seientists were awardod tho Kloment Cott-
wald State Prize in 1972, He published some
separate papers on the occurrence and hosts of
the lungus Kmmonsia crescens, In the same yoar
he submitted hig doetornl thesis entitled:
“Developmental eycles of ceslodes of small
mammals and their ecology” and received his
Doctor of Biological Seiences degree. In this
dissertation papor, which was later published,
he presented new views on the role of helminths
in biocenoses of various biotopes and emphasized
the importance of these parasites within the
whole (ramework of live matter in ecosystems.
Later he included his research of similar character
in comparative zoogoographical studies on the
distribution of helminths of small mammals in
different parts of Europe (as co-author with
T. Gonov *‘Distribution of helminths in micro-
mammals (Inseclivoran and Rodentin) under
different ecological and geographical conditions:
Studie CSAV 9: 1159, 1974), while some other
papers with co-authors coneorned the research
in Austria, Spain, Goorgia and elsewhore. He
also applied his knowledge on the difference
of helminthofauna of small mammals in varions
biotopes to the research of helmintha of amphi-
bians (Prokopié, Kfivance: llelminths of amp-
hibians, their interaction and host-parasite
relationship, Piirodovédné prace ustava CSAV,
Brno 9/3: 1--48, 1975).

Owing to his work on helminthological
element of biocenoses Dr. Prokopi¢ may be
listed among the pioncers of such studies in
Europe and his papers received a wide internati-
onal response, His research on helminthofauna
of cattle, earnivores and amphibians laid
foundations for exaet knowledge of helminths
of these animal groups in the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republie.

(On the oceasion of his important anniversary
the editors wish Dr. Prokopi¢ good health and
much success in  further helminthological
resenrch and in his beneficial scientific-organiza-
tional activities,

Prof. Dr, . Resicky, D.Sec.
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