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The trematodes of the order Schistosomatida
are a numerous group of helminths with charac-
teristic morphology aml ecology. They are of
grent practical importance as causalive agents
of widely dixtributed and signifieant helminthoses
of man and domestic animnls. The compilation
of recent data on the systeinaties and morpholo-
gy of thesoe tromalodes in the presont volume
18 theretore considored an initiative anid valuable
effort. "The author of the book, Prof. I, A, Azi-
mov, Director ol the Seientific and Research
Institute of Veterinary in Samarkand-'Tailak,
is an ominent helminthologist  and  devoted
many years of intensive scientifie activities to
the study of this group of Lromuatodes,

The monograph is written in a clear and
concise manner. In the introduction (pp. 3 -—-0)
the author presents his intenbions and some
general data on the theoretieal and practical
importanee of these trematodes, The results
of systematieal studies of other anthora, as
Prico (1920), Szidat (1939), Skrjahin (1951),
Yamaguti (1968) and some others, are arranged
from a historical view in the socond chapter
(pp. 6 —14), The eclassifications proposed by
these authors are eritieally discussed. In the
third chapter (pp. 14 —23) the nuthor expres:es
his own views on the systoamatics of this trema-
tode group. He dividoes the ordor Schistosomatida
(Skrjabin ¢t Schualz. 1937)  Azimav, 1970
into two suborders, Schistosornstata and Suon-
guinicolata und gives the diagnoses and keys
to the suborders and fnmlies,

The most. extensive chapter of this volume
is devoted to the echaracteristies of systematie
groups  of Selustosomatida  (pp. 23 131).
Tho first part of this chapter contains n survey
of individual taxons of the suborder Schisto-
somatata (pp. 23 -210), with the diagnoses
of familiea, subfamilies and genora, ineluding
the keva, Wor each genus are given brief histo-
rical surveys and keys to the speeies. Then
follow individual speeios with dala on their syno-
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nyms, definitive hosts, intermedintc  hosts,
lnenlization in the definitive host and geographi-
cal distribution, IFor the specis which were not
included in the monograph by Skrjabin K. L.
(Trematody zhivotnykh 1 cheloveka, Tom V.
Izdal. AN SSSR, Moscow, pp. |—622, 1951).
original deseriplions and some rodeseriptions
including illustrations of the most important
morphological characters have been adopted
and brief notes on then hife-eyeles wore added.
The author mentions 13 genera including 91
species (47 of them are deseribed), In the
sceond part of thiz chapter dealing with the
suborder Sanguinicolata (pp. 120—-131) Lhe
author presents only diagnoses of the families
{Sanguinicolidae and Spirorchidac) and key to
the subfamilies, For a more detailed information
the momograph by Skrjabin (1951) is roferred
to. In the eonclusions (pp. 131—133) the author
summarizes the results of n reeonstruction of the
aystom of Rehistosomatida, whieh were publi-
shed earlier (Azimov 1. A.. Zool. zh. 6Y:
1126—1131, 1970), and offers a short hypothesis
about the evolution of these tromunlodes,

The list of references (pp. 134 —152) includes
citutions of 116 original scientifie papeis of
Soviet anthors and 306 papers of foroign suthors.
The foreign references comprise only the papers
published after 1950 aud of the older ones only
those which were not included in the monograph
by Skrjabin (19561). "I'he ecitations ol loreign
authors arc not uniform from formal wview.

The mumograph by Prof. . A, Azimov
summarizes Lhe results obtained during the last
25 vears and is therofors o valuable eontribution
to the general survey and systormmtics of this
order of tremalodes. It helps the reader in
quick orientation amd exset determination of
thiv spoeies ineluded. Both the eontents and
arrangement Milly correspond to the demands
ol theoretical studies, as woll as of human and
velerinary praxis,
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