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T'he book is the firet eomprehonsive treatize
on soft ticks (Argnsidne) in tho territory of
Czochoslovakia and follows tho line of systematio
rosearch of tho superfamily Txodoidea carried
out at the TInstituto of Parasitology, Czocho-
slovak Academy of Sciences fur moro than two
deendes. It is primarily basod on the authors’
matorind  colloeted by different methods  in
various placos where tho argasids might be
expoeted to oceur (hen und pigeon houses,
lofts of dwollingg, churches and bell towers,
trec-hollows, roek  ereviees, eaves, nosts of
small mammals and  birds, sheltors of bats),
and from animals considered to bo hosts of
urgasidds. Also matorial eolleeted by other in-
vestigators and available published dota wero
revisod,

In  the territory of Czechoslovakia the
occurrence of 4 spocios, namoly Argas (A.)
reflevus, A. (A.) vulgaris, A. (Persicargas)
persicus and A. (Carios) vesperiiionix, was
proved; on this oceasion A. vulgaris was found
i this country for the first timo. 1. reflexus
was primarily found in the western part. of the
Ropublie, mostly in econnection with the oceur-
rence of wild pigoons inhabiting the lofts of
large city buildings, ineluding ehurehos and
historical edifices. From these places the urgasids
of this speeioz may ponetrate in pigeon housos
of the urban type, or they may invado human
dwellings, as the authors’ obsorvations stated
in the book, testify. This species. however,
is absent in rural pigeon houses,

A. vulgeris waz found m similar conditions
and in conneection with the oceurrence of wild
pigeons in four places of the central and castern
parl. of the Ropublie, Tho parasite of fowl,
A. persicus, was discovered only in ons loeulity
of southern Slovakia. Tho authors wers well
informed about tho distribution of this spo-
cies in Czechoslovakin from a number of papers
published earlier. They consider the present
sporadie occurrence to be a result of long-term
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uzo of insecticides in poultry furms; surely 1t
also results from the changes which have taken
placs in the villages, involving removal of
unsuitablo hen houses where argasids oceurred,
as documonted by photographs attached to
the publication.

Detailed doseriplions are given of all devo.
lopmental stagos of the species [vund. In the
caso of A, reflerus and A, persicus, whose life
eyele was studiod in laboratory, all deserip-
tions aro original and hased on material from
Czechoslovakia. With next two specios original
deseriptions are givon of dovelopmental stagos
found and added are published dats concorning
imagoes of A. vespertilionis as well as data,
obtained by eomparing materials from abroad
(larvae of A. vwlgarie from tho Tedjik SSR).
The result of morphological studies is n detailed
key to subgenera and to species of all develop-
mental stages of tho aenus Argae voported from
the Czechoslovak torritory Lo dute.

The book includes data on the life cycles
of argasids diseussod, their hosts, roguiromonts
for environmental conditions and  on  their
opidemiological and epizoolological importaneo.,
The authors also consider the possibility of
other spaeies occurring in Czechoslovak torritory,
cither due to importation by migratory birds
or due to transportation of domestic animals
or gradual penctration along tho valloys of
some rivers. OF thoe subfamily Argasinno tho
following specios are considered: A. (d.) tre-
dentatus, A. (A.) macrostigmatus, A. (P.) stre-
plopielia, A. (8.) transgariepinus; of tho sublumily
Ornithodorinae the species Alvconvsus
lahorensis, Ornithodoros (P.) verrucosus and
0. (P.) erraticus.

The roviewsd monograph has been eluboratled
at a high professional level. Tt will appeal to
avtentivo readers in Czechoslovakia and adjoin-
ing countrics ol Contral Kurope as woll.
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