FOLIA PARASITOLOGICA (PRAM ) 20 216—247, 1977,

MVDr. Ondrej Mati¢ka, C.Se., 19. 7. 1917

At the moment when wo wore preparing an
article observing his  G0th anniversary, we
recoived the sad news than MVDr Onddraj
Macicka, (. Se., Dircetor of the Institute of
Experimental Pharmacology, Slovak Aeandomy
of Bewnens (farther SAV), one of the h‘mlm‘g

Czechoslovak parnsitologists, medical zoologist
and velermarians, outstanding organizer, talont-
od scientist, a sincere and kind man died sud-
denly on Octobor 2, 1076,

He was born in n famrmer’s family at Velky
Bystereoe (district of Dolny Kuhin) in northern
Slovakia. 1lis studies at the Veterinary College
in Brno were interraptod by the nazi oecupation
ol Czochoslovakia, and he completed thewm
after the war in 1946, Tt was during his studies
at Veterinary College in Brno that 0. Mac¢idcka
slarled his soientifie enrcor, acting as assistant
of the wellknown pathologist Prof. Dr. V.
Jelinek. 1llis papers dealing with diagnosis of
leptospires in domestic animals and his experi-
mental work ou Tryparosemn equiperdum bolong
to this period. During 1931 and 1952 he partici-
pated in the complex rescarch on tick-borne
encephalitis epidemic at RoZznava, which lator
proved to be first scientically evaluated epidemic
propagaied by the milk of pastured domestic
annals (gonis),

This team work determined further direetion

of Dr. Maditka’s scientific activities. He al-
ways knew how to combine the work of
parasitologisl  and  acarologist with that of

epizootologist and wveterinarian. His most ex-
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tensive scientifie publications are devoled to the
distribution of ticks, their bionomy, relationship
to hosts, partieularly to demestic animals, and
to the possiblo tick eontral in freo nature and on
cattle. In his papers dealing with ticks Derma-
centor marginatus and D. reticuiatus he was the
first, in eollnboration with the workers of tho
Instituto of Parasitology and Institute of Viro-
logy, Czechoslovak Academy of Saienecs (CSAV).
to give a survey of the bionomy, development
and economic importanes of theso two important
parnsites infesting pasturend farm animals and
wild ruminantz, Dr. Madicka’s principal eontris
hution to the knowledge of bionomy of the tick
Haemaphyealis inernis in BEurope was published
in the volume Cs, parasitologie in 1953, Maéicka's
papers have sorvod ws a source of information
to his followers Lo date.

Another wide range of Dr. Madiéka's notivitios
is represented by s publications concerned
with the research of natural toer of diconses,
begun by the expedition organized for the
elneidation of the Roznava cpidemic in 1951,
Sinee Lhis  firsh complox oxpodition on the
rescarch of tick borne eneephualitis. carried out
by a team of Czech and Slovak physicians and
Yologists, who were lnter awarded the Klement
Goltwald T'rize in 1935 For the results achioved.
Dr. Mattitka took part in all subsequent complex
expeditions organized hy the Institute of Viro-
logy and Tnstilute of Parasilology CSAV in
Slovakia (environz of Koice, Zdiar n/H.,
Zitny ostrov. Zlaté Moraver, ‘Lopoléianky ete.).
With greal resoureofulness he organized com-
plicated field investigations and exporiments by
infecting pastured farm animals both experimen-
tally and naturally, and thns prepared exact
rosenrch material for further scientific assess-
ment. Gradually thiz work helped Czechoslovak
seience achiove important prioritics in  the
resenrch of natural foealily of disenses caused
by viruses.

In 1957 he participated in expeditions
argamized for the research of natural focality of
diseases  in northern Yugoslavia (Kamniske
Alpe) and in Bulgaria (environs of the village
Igkra, in the region of Plovdiv).

Dr. Maticka was very aclive in organizing
labour- and time-consuming field research of
natural foei of diseases. This activity was highly
apprecinted by the [ounder of the theory on
natural focality of discases, Academician J. N,
Pavlovsky in the USSR, where Dr. Madéicka
had many prominent scientific friends.

Dr. Macitka exerted great efforts to test
the tick control mothods used in pastures:
agrotechnical measures, preventive tick eradic-
ation on cattle, aircraft dusting ete. This



