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XV International Congress of Entomology

The XV Internabional Congross of Entomo-
logy organized by the Entemologieal Soeety
of Amoriea and the National Academy of
Seienees, wase held o Washingion  bhetwesn
Augrust 19 and 27, 1976, Tis prosident was Dr,
C. W. Sabrosky amd it was attonded hy more
than 2300 specinlists from 63 countries, All
sossions fook plees at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. .

The Congress oponed by the plenary meo-
Ging ol which Proll 1% 1R Soathwood  delivered
u papor entitled “Entomology and mankind*.
The proeondings were divided into 13 soehions:
I — Nystomatics. 2 — Goneties, 3 - Physiology
amd Biochemstry, A Toxicology, & — Feolo-
gyv. & — Behaviour, 7 — Social insects and
apieulture, 8 — Biologieal control, 9 — Maodieal
and veterimary entamology, 10 — Agricultural
entomology wud pest management, 11— Forest
entomology, 12 —. Stored produets and struetu-
ral inseets, B — Posticide devolopment, mana-
gomoent  andd rogulnbion. Within thoe seetions
also o number of symposia was orgamzed, which
wore doevotled to Nll(‘.(‘iﬂ' ‘ldppic:«_ and thero were
variows informal conforenecs,  workshops and
panel diseussions. The papers wers presented
oither in full text, by title and abstract only or
in poster presentations accompanicd by exhibiv.
During tho congress also a number of filins with
entomological bias was shown and an exhibition
of seientifie literature, professional illustrations
and laboratory npparatuses waos arranged.

The parasitological probloms were ropresenroed
primarily in Scetion 9, including the [ullowing
symposin: Sensory basis of behaviour in blood-
feading inscets, Eeology of mosquitoos and
cetoparasites,  Svstematies and  hiology  of
Coratopogonidan, Inscet-borne disoase problems
associnlod  with  water and  land  resources
devolopmont, Changing patlerns in the transmis-
sion of arthropod-borne diseases. The sympos-
m  Eeology and ovolution of Anoplura and
Mullophuyza was ineluded in Seetion 5. Many
valuable papers referring to the problems of
confrol of parasitic arthropods were read in
Section 13 where the following symposia were
held: Testicide reswlues and their relationship
to pesticide management, Pesticide development,
Posticide safety, Agriculvural posts in interna-
tional eommereo, Peshicido rosistanec, The role
of application technigues in respect to safe
and cfficient pest control, An international
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viow of the significnnes and the eontrol of wban
peats. Numerous papors dealing with parasitic
arthropacls, primarily mosquitoes, weroe deliverod
in Soction 2.

The congressional papers were of two types.
Short commmieations dealt. with single vesults
in rescarch, long  contributions summarize:d
results obtained, bringmg general aspeets of
particular problem and outhning prospoets of
relevant. tronds as well as future rescarch pro-
grammes. Tt beeame ovident that the problems
of natural foous diseases and their voctors are
of parnmount importanco al prosent. Now
diseases  Lransmilled by arthropods are stll
boing discovored and oven with woll-known
disbases somoe now features in Lhe charwter
ol their transmissivo eyeles are revealed envol-
ving the consequences m  epidemiology. The
prosonted papers paid attontion Lo most variod
aspoels of entomological involvement in this
complex of problems roquiring a wide and tho-
rough study in ecology, othology, phenology,
physiology, geneties, morphology, distribulion,
evolution, parasite-host relationships and the
role played by individunl speeios or groups of
parasitie arthropods in the dissemination of
different. pathogenons agents. Very urgent arve
also problems of the sontrol of arthropods due
to inereasing resistance both  in partienlnr
spoeios and  to  particular insecticides. Tt is
necessary to seek new ways and methods of
control, new application forms of poestieides
which would be highly effective againsl pesis
on ono hand and harmless to othor components
of ecosystems on the othor,

"I'he proccodings of the congross were closed
by n finul plenary session at which Prof, T. R.
Odhiambo read a paper entitled “Entomology
and tho problems of the tropical world”. The
nexk eongress will be held in 1980 in Tokio.

The XV Tnternational Congress of Ento-
mology in Washington provided a good survey
of tho prosent state and prospectz of this scien-
Lifie  diseipline. At soetional scssions, during
formal and informal wmeotings it facilitated
fruitful discussions wmong its  participants.
Its organization was oxcollent and the fact
that all mestings took place in onc building, was
a groat advantage. There is no donbt that the
congress contributed to a further wide develop-
ment of entomology.

Dr. V. Cerny, C.Sc.



