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In this monograph Prof. V. P. Sharpilo
presents to the scwntific pubbe a summary of
rosults of his many years’ investigations of
helminth fauna of Reptilia from the territory of
the USSR. Besides his own matorials collected
during ficld oxpeditions Lo various regions, the
author revisod also materials obtained by other
Soviet helminthologists. This work is an exact
synthesis of many partial and original data.

In the introductory chapters (pp. 3—12) the
aim of the work s formulated by the author,
and a historical survey of the liternture concern-
mmg this subject and published in the USSR
is attached. The following short chapter (pp.
13— 14) includes a lJist of examined materinl
(the author himself carried out 3,320 complete
helminthological diescotions and wused the
resulls of 452 disscetions cmrried out by other
nuthors).

The most eomprehensive chapter of the
book is a systematie survey of helminths of
roptiles (pp. 16— 240), One species of the class
Aspidogastraecn, 42 speeies of the elass Digenea,
2 species of the cluss Monogenens, 18 species of
the olass Cestoda, 16 species of the class Acantho-
cephala and 126 ¢poeics of the elass Nematoda
are regizterod in the helminth founa of the USSRR.
The speewea are arranged in o systematio order
and for each species are given the synonvms,
hist of hosts, location, distmbution i the USSIZ
ond outside this country. A tolal of 145 species
are redeseribed in detail on the basiz of the
author’s malerinl.  ITmportant  maorphological
characters are docurented in 118 tables. Most
of the fipures are original. Oviginal deseriptions
of seven nematode species new for the seieneco
arc inclurled (Rhabdias aghistrodontis, . elephac

R. kurilensis, Strongyloides darevskyi, Spaulin-
godon phrynocephali, S. pseudveremiasi and
S. annaevi). This chapter contains also keys
for the determination of the genera and spoeies
and brief duta about the biology of the helminths.

Tho following chapter (pp. 241—259) s
devoted to the evaluation of the species composi-
tion of helminth fauna in individual host
families. T'hree families of the order Testudines,
six families of tho order Sauria and six famihes
of the order Serpentes are analyzed from this
view. Then follows a list of reptile species living
in the territory of the USSR (pp. 260—262).
Of the total number of 147 mentioned spacies of
hosts, 113 have been examined for helminths.

The bibliography (pp. 263 —278) comprises
citations of 252 original scientific papers and
monographs by Soviet authors, and 194 papers
by foreign authors, This list of references is
complete and contributes to the high quality
of the volume. An index of Latin names of
genera and speeies of helminths is uscful for
& better orientation in the text (pp. 270 281),

The monograph by Prof. V. P. Sharpilo is
the first comprchensive treatment of the
helminth founa of Replilin in the immense
territory of the USSR. No bouk of this extent
nnd desling with a similar subjeet has cver
Leen published in tho world helmintholagieal
literature. The author suceccded in creating
n work of great seiontific value which is another
sueecess achievid by the Soviet helminthologieal
school, Tt 1& indispensable {0 speeinlists in
helminthology and herpetology, but it iz also
reeommentled fo other zoologists as o valuable
souree of information,
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