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The ecological group of birds bound to
waler and marshy enviromment and a eomplex
study of their helminth fauna is the subject of
the comprechensive monmograph by Prof. A. A.
Smogorzhevskayva, sentor resenrch  officer of
the [ustitute of Zoology, Academy of Scienees
of the Ukrainian SSIt. The author solves those
questions mostly on the .basis of her own
material collectod at dissection of 1,611 bhirds
belonging to 91 sponios,

The book is divided into five basic chapters.
The most important is the first one (pp. 16 - 244)
devoted to the systematies of the found helminth
species. A total of 580 helminth spocies are
recorded. Tho author recovered 240 spooies, and
443 species of the total number reported from
the Ukrainian territory woro available in the
colleotions of tho Institute. For each spaocios are
given the synonyms, definitive hosts, infection
rate, loealization, locality and date of finding, as
well as convise data about the intermediate and
reservoir hosts, Of great importance are the
keys to the geners and specios named in the
monograph. The data on tho geographical
distribution of helminths are also added.

The second chapter (pp. 245 — 284) deals with
& faunistieal analysis of the recorded helminth
species in rolation to eleven orders of definitive
hosts. The author sets groups of helminths
characteristic for individual ordors of definitive
hosts. 8ho stressed the importance of water
and marsh birds in maintaining high incidence
of some helminth speeios, Also the list of defini-
tive hosts and their helminths hitherto reported
from the torritory of the Ukraine (pp. 379 —J96)
should be cunsiderod a part of this chapter.

In the third chapter (pp. 285 -324) entitled
Ecological analysis, the helminth fauna in
relation to the food of hosts, their age, sex,
migration and seasons is discussed. The zoo-
geographical analysis in Chapter 4 (pp. 235 — 347)
offers well-arranged data about the distribution
of 478 helminth species (of the total number of
6580 species included in the monograph). All
hitherto available records are rconsidersd and
the areas of helminth distribution are assessed
n relation to the distribution of their definitive
hosts. This approach enabled the author to

330

make some econclusions about the formation
of helminth fauna of waler and marsh birds
in the Ukrainian SSR.

The signifiennce of this group of definitive
hosts in the distribution and maintonance of
causative agents of some important helminthoses
of fish, water fowl, somo mammals and man
is discussed in the last chapter (pp. 347 —364).
The aspeet of natural foeality is stressed with
some helminthoses, since of the total number of
580 helminth species reported from this ecological
group of hosts, 107 species are common for
the wild-living birds and water fowl.

A list of references (pp. 367 —378) includes
citations of 469 original papers and monographs;
369 of them aro in direct relation to the subjeoct
and region under investigation. Tho attached
list of Russian and Latin names of the inter.
mediate and reservoir hosts (pp. 398-399)
and index of Latin names (pp. 400—415) help
to better orientation in the text. Tho book
meludes  also original illustrations showing
important morphological characters of some
of the helminth species,

Of a large series of monographs written by
Soviet authors this volume is the first one
dealing with the helminth fauna of water and
marsh birds, The species spectrum of helminth
fauna of these hosts in the Ukrainian SSR is
very wide and gives evidenco of the detailed
knowledge of this territory.

The author’'s endeavour to summarize
numerous «ata available on this subjoct, as
well as her own original approach to the solution
of tho problem, are highly appreciated. Of
greal valuo are the synthetizing chapters, as
faunistical and ecological analyses, zoogoo-
graphical evaluation, and notes about the
opizootology and epidemiology.

The book by A. A, Smogorzhevskaya is an
important work of the Soviet helminthologioal
school contributing to the development of
this braneh of seioneo, It is recommended not
only to specialists in parasitology, but it will
bo helpful also to ornithologists, ichthyologists,
hydrobiologista and workers in veterinary
practice,
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