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The author of the publication, L. M. Pin-
chuk of the Zoologieal Tnstiture, Aecademy of
Scienees of the Moldavian 88R, summarizes
in her book the most recent results ol the studies
of launa and ceology of gamasid mites in the
territory between the Prat and Dniestor rivers
ocenpyving elmo<t the whdle torritory of the
Moldavian 5SS On the basis of the eomprehon-
sive matevial ongimating from 3,703 hosts and
151 nests of sinall mammals the author prosent s
a swvey of fhuna of ganmsul mites of Moldavia
poaraditizing mammnls,  diseussos  the  lost
parasite relationships and evaluates the material
also from other ecologieal nspeets. A good
knowledge of the Literature enables the author
Lo compara her resnlts with those of other
authors Mrom different regions.

The introduetion s devoted to the epidemiolo-
greal and epizootologieal significance of gamnasid
mites with u apacial regard to the territory of
the Moldavinn S8R and adjacont arens, A sarvey
of il species of examined hosts and  their
neats with the data about the numbers of
examined and infected specimens, as well as
numbers and speecies of mites colleeted. from
them. i presonted in the chapter Material
and Methods. ‘This chapter includes also a very
extensive tabular survey of all mite species
found on individual hosts, the ineidence and
intensity of infoction, densily and maximum
numbers of mites on the hosts, This table cover-
ing 30 pages serves as a busis of further ecological
ovaluations and s very uselul for a good orienta-
tion,

The main part of the volume (pp. 45 -132)
18 a syslematie survey of 129 speeies of gamasid
mites collected by the author and representing
the fauna of gamasid mites of Moldavin, About
one fourth of the species are deseribed and
illustrated, both males and f(emales, whereas
the data about the distribution in the USSR
and Europe are given for all speecies. The
findings in the Moldavian S8R are deseribed in
dotail and evaluated from eocologieal view.
In this chapter, not only a picture of gamasid
mite fauns in Moldavia is presented, but also
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the cneunstanees of findings and partieularitios
in their ocearrones in this tervitory are mention-
el Toe author did not aseept some most
motdern taxonomio views amnd  many  specios
are nenlioned under the names now generally
consiclered 1o he synonyms  (e.g., Laclaspis
oratus instead of Hypoaspis astronomicus on
. 99, or Spinolaelaps juksoni (sie!) instead of
Ieloronyssis scwtotus on p. 123 ete.). The davw
about the distribution of mdividual speeies in
Ewrope are not always complete amnl the Latin
names of some specics are not alwny = conforming
to the rules of grammar.

The last part of the book 1= devotod to the
fnuna of gammsul mites i individual  host
apecies andd their nest4. There are data about the
hosts exummed, eonditions of their colloetions
anrdd also more detailed data about the struaeture
of mieropopulations of individual mite speeies
on hosts and their nests, evaluation of the
tlominaney ete. The major part of ocologieal
observations of the whole material is summarizod
in this chapter and therefore it is the most
valuable secltion of the book. The compiled
fuots are an excellont material for the solution
of some probloms in parasite-host relationship,
enlargement, of the distribution area of the
purasite by the subslitution of one hosl speeics
by another ete. Although the author does not
solve these quoestions direetly, her observations
and conclusions may considerably contribute
toit.

The list of references is rather comprehensive
nnd gives evidenes of the author's good know-
ledge of the literature. However, the papers of
foreign anthors should be cited more exactly.

The book by L. M. Pinchuk on gamasid
miles of Moldavia is one of the few works
comprising besides a taxonomie survey ol the
mite fauna also a detailed ecologienl evaluation
of extraordinarily large material. It is of groat
value ns a basis and comparative material
for further zoogeographical nand ceological
studies and enables other authors to eome to
more principled conclusions.
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