60th birthday of Dr. Alexandr Vladimirovich Gassev, D.Se.

Dr. Alexandr Viadimirovich Gussev, I .Se. of
the Department of Parasitology, Zoological
Institute, USSR Academy of Sciences, Lenin-
grad, is sixty this year. Ho i3 an outstanding
parasitologist and the results of his scientific
activities are highly appreciated both by the
Soviet and foreign speeialists,
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Dr. Gussov was Korocha in Lthe
provinee Kur on 5t July 1917, Having passed
the secondary school, he started his studies at
the Faculty of Biology of the Stafe Umiversity
in Leningrad m 1934, Already during the studios
he began a research work under the heading of
Prof. V. A. Dogel. He was particularly engaged
in the studies of the group of parasitic copepods
ifrom fishos of the Sea of Japan. After graduation
in 1939 he beoame scientific-technical worker
at the Zoological Institute of the USSR Academy
of Sciences in Leningrad and continued his
research begun at the time of his university
studies. Unfortunately, his work was soon
interrupted by tho World War IT.

After demobilization he returned again to
the Zoological Institute and already in 1951
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ho published first-rate paper on parasitic
copepods. The exactness and care in drawing
the illustrations was one of the reasons leading
to his later orientation to the methodically
diffieult studies of Monogenoidea. Undor tho
heading of Aecadomician B. . Bykhovaky,
Dr. Gussov managod to carry out in a relatively
short time the studies of a comprchensive
material of Monogenoidea from fishes of the
Amur River basin and to discover here practi-
cally a new fauna —more than 90 new species,
to which another 30 were added laler on.
Owing to his ability ol analytical way of think-
img, this work resulted in an execllent mor-
phological-zoogeographieal analysis of the [auna
of the FFar East and A. V. Guszev thus ranger

himsolf with outstanding Soviet and world
parasitologists.
In eooperation with Dr. I. V. Kulemina

he  sueeseded in discovering and  verifying
experimentally the rolationships between mor-
phological eriteria of svme Monogenoidea and
the size and age of their hosts. Aeeording to
Academician B, E. Bykhovsky, this discovery
was of great importances not only to tha parasito-
logy, hut also o the systematies and snecies
problem in general.

Thanks to A. V. Guassev also the number of
known speecies ol [resh-water Monogenoidea
frorn South  Asia mereased almost by one
third. This is evulenead in s monographie
paper publishod in Ind. J. Helminth. 25 and
26: 1 241, 1976, in which also the unalvsis of
world fauna of this group of parasites is
submitted for the first time.

Noarly 100 papers including nmong others
desoriptions of more than 200 new speeios,
7 genera, 1 subfaumily and 1 family aro the
results of his scientific activity of 40 years.
But Dr. Gussev should be given credit also for
his teaching and consulting activities, since
ho suporvised the studies of many Soviot and
formign postgraduate students.

Czechoslovak parasitologists, who know
Dr, A. V. Gussev as talented scientist and modest
man, wish him good health and all succoss
both in his sciontifie work and private life.

Dr. R. Ergens, C.Sc.



