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Horse-flies form one of the largest families of
Diptera. Their importance in medical and veteri-
nary entomology is well known. The last cata-
logue of this family (Surcouf 1921) comprising
over 2100 species has already become obsolete.
An urgent need has therefore been felt for the
compilation of a new catalogue, corresponding
to the present taxonomie state of tabanids. This
task was undertaken by the late J. Moucha,
prominent European specialist in the mentioned
family. In his concept it consists of 4 subfamilies
and 12 tribes. Within this framework the author
lists a total of 3,506 species, 119 subspecies and
112 varieties. All names ever used in the family
Tabanidae are included, each of them accom-
panied by a record of original description. With
genera and subgenera relevant synonymy, type
species and a list of valid names as well as non-
-valid synonyms and homonyms, arranged in
alphabetical order, are mentioned. In addition
the synonyms are once more listed in chrono-
logical order with relevant valid name. With
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each species and subspecies also geographical
distribution is given. The catalogue covers
pp. 11—244. Tt is followed by a brief review of
the number of described species, a list of genera
transferred to other families, index of species and
lower categories. The publication resulted from
the author’s painstaking studies of several
years’ standing, when he traced over 4,000 papers.
It represents a work which will long be indispens-
able for taxonomy dealing with this family.
However, I would like to point out one inaccu-
racy. According to nomenclatorical rules taxons
of the family group on p. 11 should all refer to
the same author and date. The catalogue is
a respectable addition to the tabanidological
literature, appearing in the wake of the mono-
graphs by Chvéla, Lyneborg and Moucha
(1972) and by Olsufjev (1977). It is a valuable
Czechoslovak contribution to the field of medical
entomology.

Dr. V. Cerny, C.Se.



