sontht Toxoplasma jocTHragn nuka wiotoetn 1,040 v/ npn npusenenny guroaa, 1,060 v/
npn npuMeHeninn Jiekerpana n 1110 v/M1 npu npusencnnn caxapossr. lImesn BBy yenemnyio
CCHAPAHIO HK30-KHIICUHLIX cra;init Toroplasma nyreM NEHTPHPYFHPOBAHNA B IpPa;IICHTAX
IZIOTHOCTH, ODCYKAAETCH BOIMOGKHOCThH NPHMCHCHHA 3TOIO METOJAQ L1 BLIICJICHHA PadHLIX

AHIO-KHIIEYHBLIX CTajui PA3BHTHA Iapas3nTa.
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Dr. Konstantin Aleksandrovich Breev (1910—1978)

On 15 May 1978 Konstantin Aleksandrovich
Breev, an outstanding zoologist and parasito-
logist, the leading scientific worker of the Zoo-
logical Institute, the USSR Academy of Sciences,
passed away suddenly in Leningrad.

K. A. Breev was born on 29 November 1910
in Voronezh. After completing his secondary
school education he began studying natural
sciences at the Pedagogical faculty of the
Rostov University and in 1930 transferred to
the University of Leningrad, from which he
graduated in 1935, specializing in entomology.
After graduation he worked for two years in
Turkmenia in an expedition organized by the
USSR Academy of Sciences, and lectured at the
Pokrovsky Pedagogical Institute in Leningrad.
In this early period he was already engaged in
the studies on the ecology of parasitic Diptera.
After the outbreak of the Second World War he
joined the army in 1941 as a volunteer and
fought against fascism until 1945. He was twice
wounded and decorated with military orders.

After the war he completed his post-graduate
studies at the Institute of Zoology, the USSR
Academy of Sciences, where he received his

Candidate of Sciences degree in 1949, using for
his thesis ““Activity of blood-sucking Diptera and
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warble flies attacking reindeer and factors regu-
lating this activity”. As a scientific worker he
joined the staff of the Institute of Northern
Agricvlture, Animal Husbandry and Production,
the USSR Ministry of Agriculture. He elaborated
new methods for the protection of reindeer
against parasitic Diptera which were widely
applied in practice. In 1955 he became the
leading scientific worker at the Zoological
Institute in Leningrad and in 1972—1977 he
headed the Parasitological laboratory there.

In his professional career K. A. Breev pri-
marily focused his attention on the ecology of
warbleflies and their relationship to hosts. On
the basis of this material he elaborated a new
trend in the studies on regulatory systems in the
parasite and host populations by mathematical
methods. His paper on the regularities of nega-
tive binomical distribution in the parasite popu-
lations, published in the booklet “Application
of negative binomical distribution in the studies
on population ecology of parasites™, is a funda-
mental discovery, indicating a new direction in
parasitological research. The problems of
function and organization of ecological systems
may be considered basic not only for parasito-
logy, but for ecology in the widest sense as well,
and K. A. Breev’s contributions along these
lines are therefore extremely valuable. K. A.
Breev published over 80 professional papers,
among them a number of contributions on
ecological principles in the control methods
against parasitic arthropods and original articles
on the application of mathematical methods in
biology.

K. A. Breev's scientific activities were highly
appreciated. He was presented with a State
prize and two awards for outstanding service
and was honoured with many other awards and
distinetions of the Academy of Sciences. In 1974
he was elected a full member of the International
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Biometric Society and in 1978 honorary member
of the Czechoslovak Society for Parasitology,
affiliated to the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences.

An important element in K. A. Breev's
scientific activities was his collaboration with
specialists of other institutes in the Union
Republies, primarily with mathematicians and
veterinarians, and his extensive activities as
consultant and teacher. He collaborated with
staff members of the Institute of Parasitology,
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences for nearly
25 years. He also participated in numerous
scientific symposia and congresses at home and
abroad. The application of fundamental research
and direct organization of control measures
against the economically important cattle di-
sease — hypodermatosis, conducted by K. A.
Breev, caused a marked decrease of this disease
in the European part of the USSR and its
complote eradication in the Leningrad region.
His methods applied in cooperation with
workers of the Institute of Parasitology, Cze-
choslovak Academy of Sciences and State Ve-
terinary Administration, were also instrumental
in the liquidation of cattle hypodermatosis
on the territory of the Czech Socialist Republie.

The sudden death of K. A. Breev was a great
loss to parasitology, ecology and zoology and
came as a great shock to all who had known his
vitality and working enthusiasm and who deeply
respected him.

From among us was taken a scientist who
blazed new trails in his chosen field of science,
who was a keen and dedicated specialist of
world renown, but primarily a fine and generous.
man. Czechoslovak parasitologists have lost.
a wise friend and a longtime collaborator. To-
honour his memory it is our duty to continue his.
work.

Dr. A. V. Gussev, C.Sec., Dr. J. Mind#, C.Sc. and.
Prof. Dr. B. Rosicky, D.Sc.



