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Abstract. During our investigations of the parasitofauna of fishes in Bulgaria we also found on the fins
of Cobitis taenia two representatives of the genus Gyrodactylus Nordmann, 1832, which arc new to
scienee, This species was designated Gyroductylus matovi n.sp. in honour of professor K. Matov.

The material was originally fixed in 4 %, formol and later transferred to a mixture of glycerin
and ammonia-picrate after Malmberyg (1956).

In the following text we are giving a detailed description and drawings of the
determining features.

Gyrodactulus matovi n. sp.

Host: Cobitis taenia L.

Location: fins

Locality: river Vrbnishka (Danube basin), western part of Bulgaria
Holotype (Fig. 1a): overall length of anchers 0.067 mm, of basal part 0.046 mm,
of inner root 0.023 mm, of point 0.029 mm. The principal bar, size 0.006—0.007 by
0.027 mm, has lateral extensions of 0.002 mm in length. The long membranous
extension at the back is 0.013 mm long. The auxiliary connecting bar is 0.002 mm
long and 0.027 mm wide. The overall length of the marginal hooks is 0.032 to
0.033 mm, their sickle-shaped point is 0.006—0.007 mm long.

The morphological characteristics of the anchors of the haptor resemble those
of G. medius Katheriner, 1893. In G. matovi n.sp., however, the sizes of Lhese
anchors and also of the two connecting bars and of the marginal hooks are different.
In the shape and dimension of the marginal hooks, G. matovi n.sp. is very similar
to the species G. longiradix Malmberg, 1956, only the morphological character and
the sizo of the anchors are different in the latter species. Our species differs entirely
rom all other species of the genus Gyrodactylus, found on Cobitis taenia (G. cobitis



285 Bychowsky, 1933, G. latus Bychowsky, 1933 and G. monstruosus Gussev, 1935).
Paratype (Fig. 1b): Overall length of the anchors 0.065 mm, length of their basal
part 0.054 mm, inner root 0.024 mm, point 0.033 mm. Dimension of the principal
connecting bar 0.007 by 0.026 mm, length of the triangular lateral extensions
0.002 mm. The length of the membranous extension could not be determined
because the species became deformed during fixation. Dimension of the auxiliary
connecting bar 0.002 by 0.025 mm. Overall length of the murginal hooks 0.032 to
0.033 mm, length of point 0.007—0.008 mm.

Fig. 1. Marginal hooks, an:hors and copulatory apparatus of the species Gyrodactylus matovi n.sp.
a—holotype, b— paratype

The holotype of G. matovi is in the collections of the Central helminthological
laboratory in Sofia, the paratype in the collections of the Institute of Parasitology,
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, Prague.
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