IN MEMORIAM BORIS KONSTANTINOVICH FENYUK

Soviet hwology  suffered a  great loss on
July 22, 19649, On that date Prof. Boris Kon-
stantinovich  Fenyuk, Doetor  of  Biological
Sciences, Honoured Scientist of the RSESR,
State  'nize Jaureate passed away. He was
a charming man, talented scienbist, outstanding
organizer  of  scientifie  rosoarch, umversally
recogmized leader in medieal zoology.

The carver of B, K. Fenynk was typical for
the wgeneration  of scientists  whose  creative
abilitics hal been developing along with the
formution and development of scienco in the
young Soviet state. After graduating from the
Sarntov University in 1926, he began his pro-
fessional carcer as an Instructor in the Labora-
tory  Departiment for Application  of  Toxiwe
NSubstances. the RSFSR People’s Commissariat
of Agricalture, engaged m studies on agricul-
turnl pests control. Belween 1927 and 1830,
while still working at the Laboratory, he com.
pleted his post-graduate studies nt the Zoology
Department of the Saratov University, where
his entire academic tenure was passed. He ad-
vanced 1o Assistant Rector of the University
and was Head of the Vertebrate Zoology Depart-
ment. Sinee 1913 he was eoncurrently Head of
the Zoology  Department. at the  Iostitute
“Microbe, where he mainly workod until his
death. Between 1964 and 1967 he held the
office of Assistanl Director of the Institute,

From the very beginning of his scientifie
activities B, K. Fenyuk was atirneted by ecology
of rodents, His papers devoted to jerboa remain
to be the best works on this group of anmimals,
and his surveys on the influence of different
forins of ceonomie activities upon the way of
life wnl numbers of radents maey serve as models
of similar  inveshigations,  Especially  praise.
worthy are his efforts for the development of
studies on natural focabity of disenses. A series
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of papers colleeted under the title “Ecological
factors of natural foecality and epizootology
of plague in rodents” is a basic work which
considerably  influenced  further  developmont
of Soviet medical zoology. ‘These papers deal
with the main and secondary carriers of infection
in natural foei and set up the tactics. methods
and forms of rodent control with the purpose of
preventing human diseases. He was the first
to point out the necessity of dividing the geo-
graphic range of the pathogenous agent of
plaguo into individual, relatively autonomous
natural foei, separated by ecologienl or geogra-
phie barriers,

B. K. Fenyuk was a brilliasnt leeturer who
devoted much time to pedagogical aetivitios.
Hig experience was extremely broad and s
disciples ave now specialists in invertebrate zoolo-
gy. parasitology, mierobiology and epidemiology.
Much of hig time was also devoted to scion-
tific-orgamizational work. He served as momber
of vrganizing committoes of many All-Union
conferences and mectings on plague, ccology,
zoogeography ete., as member of the Conunission
on Natural Foei of Diseases of the USSR Acaud-
emy of Madical Sciences, as plague cxpert al
the World Health Organization ele. The wide
rnnge of his activities as editor can be traced
with diffienlty. He was editor of the well known
series of volumes, entitled “Rodents and Rodent
Control”. of numerous publiealions issued by
Anti-Plagne institutes, stations and of confe-
renee proeeedings,

A remarkable and original rescarcher, oul-
standing organizer and propagator of svienti-
fic idews, a superb colleaguo and witty compan-
won, B. K. Fenyuk will always be remembered
by all who were forfunate to have kuown him,

Prof. V. V. Kucheruk, D.Se.



