The 60th birthday of K. M. Ryzhikov

Professor Konstantin  Minayevich Ryzhikov,
Corresponding moember of the Academy of
Seciences, U.B.8.R., colocbrated his 60th wun-
niversary on Soptembor 26, 1972, Professor
Ryzhikov, one of the pupils of Academician
ix.I. Skryabin, is a renowned Soviet hel.
minthologist. His interest. in  biology, and
particularly in entomology nnd ornithology,
dntes back to his school years and ymitinted
his early studies on parasitic helminths of birds,
These probloms have been the prineipal subject
of his oxtensive studies. Profossor Ryzhikov
started his seientifiec carcer as o postgrndunte
student a1 the Academy of Seiences, White.Rus.
sian SSR in Minsk under the leadership of
Professor R. 8. Shults. His studhies on the family
Syngamidue were interrupted by World W 2,
when he joined the Soviet arty and returned
home as late as o 1947, He took up his studies
under the leadership of Academieian K. 1.

Skryabin, having joined the Helminthological
Avademy  of

Laboratory, Scienees, U.S.8.R.

Moseow, His< lirge monograph on SSyngamids
of domestie and wild annmals™ (19483 s one of
the Duoedamenial sonrees of knowledes of these
parnsit <. Haviog  finished  this monograph,
I'vofessor Ryzhikov took up investigations on
bird hebninthe, particularly waterbivds, and on
the helminths of  mamwals,  These studies
rosulted i o number of papors on the fauna.
taxonomy,  cceology.  hiology, ﬁpﬂriﬁ(‘il}' and
geography of hehnintha, contaiming also  des-
eriptims of pumerous new taxons. Hix books
“The helnunths of domestic and waterbirds”,
“Helminths of domestic fowls™ (m eollabora-
tion with A.N. Chertkova) and “‘Helminths
of leporids’ (in eollaboration with E. V. Gvoz-
dev, V. L. RKontrimavichus, L. S. Shaldybin)
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are a source of valuable information for stu-
dents, zootechnicians, veterinarvians and hun.
ters.

Professor Ryzhikov's contribulion to the
solution of genernl biological problems in
helminthology is reflected in his work on
reservoir (paratenic) parasitism. He was the
first to suggest a clussification of the warious
forms of this phenomenon, arousing thus the
interesl ol numerous parasitologists at home
and abroad in these problems.

All his studies are based on his experience
gained during the numerous helminthological
expeditions to various parts of the U.S.8.R.
Professor Ryzhikov participated in the expe-
dition to the Pechora River in 1947, to
werstern (Georgin (1948), to the Baikal Lako
(1949), the Amu-Darja dolta, and the river-basin
of thoe Murgab (1952), to Central Jakutsk
(19563 to 1956), the mouth of the Lona River
{1957) and the nriver-basin of the Amur
(1958—1960). In this wuy he obtained exten-
sive knowledge on helminths in their natural
external  environment influencing  their de-
velopment and distribution, and on the condili-
ons of life of their hosts. On the basis of this
valuable knowledge he presented a clear
definition of several laws governing the biology
und geography of helminths.

This knowledge he has always passed on to
his younger collengues and has trained first-class
specinlists  in these fields. Apart from his
academic and scientific qualities, Professor
Ryzhikov is an excollent organiser. He is Head
of the Section of Biology and Zoogeography
of Helminths, Helminthological Laboratory,
Academy of Sciences, U.S.8.R., Editor in
Chiof of the Zoological Journal, member of the
editorial board of Tarasitologia and Trudy
Gelm. Lab., Akad. Nauk S88R, and of & number
of other helminthological annuals. He has also,
for many vears, beon Aeademician-Secretary
of the Department of General Biology, Academy
of Seciences, U.S.8.R. Professor Ryzhikov is
well.known in parasitological circles at home
and abroad. He participated in  numerous
international congresses and conferences held
i Furope and his paperz have always been
a valuable nssel to these meetings.

For many yvears, P'rofessor HRyzhikov has
kept. up close contacts with his ecolleagues in
Czechoslovakin and he has many frionds
there, who value particularly his modesty and
friendliness and acknowledge highly his scientific
quahities. They all wish to congratulate Pro-
fessor Ryzhikov on the occasion of this 60th
birthday, wishing him sonnd health, personal
happiness and success in the years to come.

Dr. B. Ry#avy, D.Sc.



