Obituary dr. Nandor Zoltai

On 15 February 1972 a great loss has befallen
human parasitology, the Hungarian public
health service and ths Stato Institute of
Hygione hy thn death of De. Nindor Zoltai,
chief of the Tnstitute’s Section of Immunology
and Parasitology amd senior university lecturer.
Shorily atter having obtamed his medical
diploma he started his work in the serviee of
public hoalth, and from rthat time onwards
his life became inseparnbly attached to the
field of parasitology for over 30 yewrs, llis
excellent skill in organizing fishl work resulted
in tho fast that Huangary beecame free of
malarin. e organized n network of parasito,

logicaul Inboratorios i Public lealth Stations
and initinted systematic  control  measures
against parasitoses in Hungary. He was an
inspirod  tutor and his scientific iuterest
covered all three branches of parasitology, but
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protozoology was porhaps nrarest to his hoart.
I{s obtained his acientific degree for his work
in th> ficld of amod2binsis. In the last vears
of his lifa he davoted his investigations to
toxoplasmosis, an infoction that still involves
sovoral unsolved problems.

Basides his scientific papoars and books, his
leevures doliverad at homs aad abroad havo
made hiz nama wall-known., H> was a mamboer
of tha WIIO Expart Com nitteo for Malaria
and also on the board of ssveral scientilic
organizations. Boforo his illnsss he was an en-
thusiastic organizer of and participant in every
action by whaich hs believed human parasitolo-
gy would gain. Untiring in his work he novor
eonsed to challenge new probloms, His ardent
endeavour for solving them was porhnps due to
subconsecious anticipation of a relatively short
span of life in which ho had to fulfil all tasks
which would normally occupy & much longer
eareer,

Professionally prominsnt ho was a manof so-
bor taste, examplary modesty wsnd full of
human sympathy. lBvoeryoody i3 worth us muth
in his life a3 much he will b: miizad aftar hus
devease. Dr. Zoltai did leave a profound gap
not only m tho hart of his family but also in
those of his friends and colleagaes. Th> staff of
his department lost hoth Lheir chief and a
fathorly friend who rogaeded his placs of work
as his s2cond homa and his esworkers as tho
mambors of a sacond family.

Dr. Zoléni's Lifo of 60 years, mostly devatod
to work, ot frae from struggles but abouuling
in suceess, has Iyt an indehible mark on
parasitology. His work has< bazomas o long-last-
g mamorial rovored by all parasitologisis
who will charish his spiritual haritago.
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