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NOTE TO THE TAXONOMY OF THE GENUS BREPHOSCELES HULL
(ANALGOIDEA, PROCTOPHYLLODIDAE)

Rocently, Peterson (Bull. Univ. Nebraska
State Mus, 9: 1—172, 1971) published a revision
of the genus Hrephosceles in which he listed
43 spocios. For technical reasons two species
desoribed by Cerny (Folin parasit. 14: 87—1,
1967) are not included in this rovision. Both
spocies helong to the decapus-group characterized
by surface fields of opimerites I—IV well
developed, gonital apparatus not fused with
inner margin of pregenital apodeme, setas ve,
interlobar, postlobar and extralobar lamellae
present, sotae |y blountly rounded, sotae d4 at
midlongth of hysterosomal lobes in rmale and
by setae c; antorior to genital discs, vontral
margins of hysterosomn heavily sclorotized and
hysterosomnl  terminus bilobate with well-
developed terminal lamcllae in female.

Brephosceles balati Cerny, 1967

The following characters may be added to
the original doscription.

Male: Propodosomal shield 97 x 86 p, scapular
setao includodfon shield, scapular and humcral
shields well developed. Hysterosomal shiold
223 x 81 iz, divided by a mid-dorsal eunture.
Setao dy positioned in anterior one-third of
hystorosomnl cleft, distance dy  dy 16 @, dis-
tanee dy—pai 52 g, Genital organ oxtonding
slightly boyond the level of sotao ¢;. Subgenital
shweld absenl, adanal shiolds well doveloped
and bearing setao a, preanal apodemce present,
Femalo: Propodosomal chield 89 83 p, sotac
sh 13 p long, hysterosomal shield 255 %77 p,
sotue dy and dg in trapezouwdal arrangement
separated by 32 p, preanal apodeme present.

Brephosceles bidati koys to I3 pachyplilas
Peterson. 1971 and B. puffini Telorson, 1971,
The male differz from both species in smaller
gizo, in the form ol genital organ and in less
dovoloped Iateral parts of surface fields of
epimorites II. The relation dy —dy: dy — pai
18 in I3 belati nbout 1 : 3. in B, pachyptilae
1:2 and m B. puffini 1:1.5. The femnle of
B. bolati differs from both species 1n nearly
parallel-sidod  terminal clefv. B, balati 15 »
spocifie poarasito of Puffinus puffinus (Brimnich),
The reexamimation of femmles collected from
Oceanodrama leucorhoa (Vieillot) and assigned
orignmnally to this species showed that they belong
to another species. Thoy differ from B. balati
in slightly divorgent hysterosuimnal lobes, reduced
preanal apodems and more devoloped lateral
parts of surface fields of cpimerites IT. No males
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woro collested. Because the species of thi$
decapus-group are known to be monoxenic or
bixenic (with monogenerie host-association) and
because no Brephosceles with surface fields of
epimerites I and 11 separate was deseribed
from the genus Oceanodroma, we may Suppose
that the mentioned females reprosent u new
SpBCies.

Brephosceles superbus Cerny, 1067

The comparison of tho material from Oce-
anodroma leucorhoa with the Lype series of
Brephosceles decapus (Guud, 1953) from Oce-
anodroma casiro showed theso mitos to be con-
specific. B. superbus must be therefore consido-
red as a junior synonym of the lattor spocies.
It has to bo noted that in tho female of B. decapus
the vestigial setac 1, are situated anterior to
selae dy and not posterior as stated in Peterson's
key.

Brephosceles discidium Poterson, 1970

Cerny (lolin parnsit. 17: 233—238, 1070)
found on several domestic geeso in Huvana mites
of tho genus Brephosceles which were determinod
by Peterson as I}, discidivm. But the doseription
of this taxon sppeared only in 1971 under the
name Brephoseceles discidicus DPelerson, 1971.
B. discidium Peterson, 1970 must bo thorofore
considernd as nomen nudum and a misspelling of
B. discidicus. Whon comparing our material
with the holotype and allotype of i, discidicus
somo differences ure vbservod: the opisthosomal
lobes of our males are distinelly longer, intor-
lobar cleft has another form. with prominent
setac d;, the females are more slender and
less selorotized, both sexes diffor in some intor-
setal distances. In eontrust. {o Fig, 98 in Potor-
gon’s revision the male of B. discidicus has
incomplete transversal suture developed only
at the base of opisthosomal lobes, To solve the
nuestion of correct systematic position of the
mites from domestic goose will need additional
maierial. Collections from both species (Cygnus
bewickit and A. anser domesticus) woro made
in zoologicul gardens and therofore u Lransfer
from another host cannot be excluded. Due to
the fact that the species of the lembda-group
are known to be monoxenic parasites, the mato-
rinl fromn Cuba may ropresenl a closely relatod
taxon.

Tho author is deeply indebted to Dr J. Gaud,
Rennes, for the loan of typos of Brephosceles
decapus and B. discidicus,
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