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Fifticth birthday of Karel Samsinak

On January 2, 1973 Dr. Karcl Sam3inak.
C.Se. scientific workor of the Armchnoentomo-
logical Departmont of the Institute of Para-
sitology. Czochoslovak Acadeiny of Seiences,
celebrated his fifticth birthday. He was born
m Nobotka {distviet of Jiéin) and in the fiest
post-war years comploted hiz studies av tho
Naturnl History Fuoculty, Charles University
m Pragun, where he was granted the RNDe.
degreo. After graduntion ho took 8 post of na-
turnlist at tho rogional muscum in Dééin where
he worked until 1834, He then eame bhack to
Pragne and joined the geoup of seientlists who
comprised the stafl of the thon Biologieal Insti-
fute of the Czechoslovak Academy of Seiences.

His primary interest was entomology whers
he focused attontion on ants. While working
at the Biological Institute of the Czechoslovak
Aecadomy of Seionces he was engaged in tho
stuthies on insoet pests of the ordre Aecarino.
Later on, when he continued to work at the
newly ostablished Institute of Entomology, he
spoeialized ih insect pathology.

In 1959, on the bLasis of his dissertation on
mitoa parasilizing insvets, he roccivod the degree
of Candidate of Biological Scienves and sinee
that timo resenrch on mites has romamed his
major interest. Gradually most of his timne was
devotad to the stady of mites as pests of stored
proguets, to problems of house dusl mites
causing sllergic afflictions in man and o other
problems of medical aecarology. In 1968 he
transforrod to Lhe Institute- of Parasitology,
Czechoslovak Aecademy of Scienecos. This step
rofieeted his final seientific intorost and marked
fwenty years in his profossional carroer during

whizh he has become one of the prominent
Ceechosloval acarologists.

Dr, Samsindk published about one hundred
seientifie and protessional papers. Aparv from
taxonomic probloms they deal! with the rela-
tionzhips between mites and insects and those
bolweon mites and mman. They are tho results
of his studios on the mass oceurrence of mites
m the appartments in new housing estates,
where a new solation material sopalit was
used. Sopalit proved to be a favourable environ-
ment for mites 2'yeophagus putrescentiae whichr
together with mites Choyietus osersor induccd
dermatitides of the anhabitants. Thus Dr.
Snmiinalc’s attontion was atteactod Lo the group
ol initos harmful to man (Pyemates, Oraitho-
nijssus cle.).

His theorctical scicntifie inderest is elosoly
conneetardd with praetien, especially with publie
health., Most important in this reospect has
been tus work on asthmatie afflictions of allergie.
origin caused by mites of the gonus Lermualo-
phagoi-des. T is due to his studies that an allergen
has been prepared fruin these mitos which mighe
be usod in diagnostics wud some important
knowledge applicd in epidomiolozy. Another
range of questions al which Dr. Semsinak is now
working i eooperation with medical cenlres
i3 the bionomy of Sarcoples seabici, the causativo
ngent of o diseass which still poses a dormatolo-
gical problem,

We wish Dr. Samdindk good health, much
onthusiasm and [urther succeess i his seientifie
work, ;

Dr. M. Daniel, . Se.



