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Academician Witold Stefaiski (1891 — 1973)

Parasitologists will be grieved to learn of
the death on July [8th, 1973 m Warsaw of
Professor Witold Stefunski, Active Member of
the Polish Academy of Sciences, a distinguished
parastologist and biologist, who was recognized
by seientists throughout  the world  for his
great contribution to seience and organization
ol seiontific work and life,

He was born on 25th July, 1891 al Kielee.
In 1909, he emigrated 1o Switzerland, He
graduated at the Faculty of Natural Sewnees
of the Umiversity of Geneva and reecived there
his ‘doetleur-ds-sciences’ degree after presenting
a thesis entitled *Recherehes sur In Fanne des
Nematodes libres du Bassin du Leman’, in 1914,
Between 1913 and 1917, Professor Stefanski
was an assistant leeturer and then he leetured
(Irom 1916) ax associnte professor at the Chaar
of Zoology of the Geneva University, In 1917,
he returncd to Poland. During the next three
venrs he worked as an assistant at the Chair of
Zouvlogy, Warsaw University, It is of interest
that while he held ths post, the Profiessor of
Zoology wax Constantin Junicki, an oulstanding
zoologist  and  parasitologist. There  Professor
Stefanski got hia azsociate  professor  degree
in zoology, in 1920, AL thai lime he was =hll
mterested in his primary seientifie field — the
free living nematodes, and in the next seven
yvears he published o number of papers dealing
with the nematode fauna of Poland and Rumania.
However, it was not long before he worked up
an interest in parssilology, and so il eamne
abhout that thiz [act connoted a turning point
in his research work and scientific eareer. This
also resulted in that Professor Stefanski founded
the Polish schooi of velerinary parasitology.
In 1025, he beenme associate professor (in 1935 —
professor) and was appointed Head of the Chair
of Zoology and Parnsitology, Veterinary Facully
of the Warsaw University (alter the second

world war the Faeulty was transferred to the
Warsaw Central Sehool of Agrienlture). At that
time, in parallel (o his rosearch work he took up
training of speeialisis of a high standard in
velerinary parnsitology. The mothod of solving
practical problems of economical importanee,
in whieh also a large sot of problems in general
biology is taken mio necount, beeamo a partic-
ularly characteristic feature of Professor Stefar-
ski's  scientific production and organizing
netivities.

In 1926, he was inviled by the Ministry of
Agriculture of Rumania to participate in an
expedition to the Danube Delta. He took this
opportunity to work out fish parasites of that
interesting region. Nine years later he earried
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out n study on marine fish parasites at thoe
Maritime Research Station at Arveachon, France.

During an early period of the second world
war and the Nazi occupation, Professor Ste-
fariski was deprived of tools and the field of
his scientific activity. At first he worked as
n stoker at munieipal schools. In 1941, he was
uppointed Head of Parasitology Section of the
Vetorinary Department, Seiontific Institute of
Agrieulture, Pulawy. It was possible, though
within a limited scope to continue research
work there. At that time, ho prepared a wide
programme of the control of parasitie discases
of farm anmmals. Such a programmo was
particularly useful for the future, i.e., for the
time after the war, as a violent development of
those diseases was to be expectedtin the commtry
hareind by the war and oeeupation. From thon on
Professor Stefanski was conneeted with the
State Veterinary Institute at Pulawy for a long
time, neting as Director of the Department of
Parasitology ond Parnsitic Discases, and then
as President of the Institule’s Sewntific Couneil,
Shortly after the end of the war, he also joined
the Staff of the M. Sklodowska-Curie University
in Lublin as soon as it was opencd, and then of
the Warsaw University, being appointed Head
of the Char of Zoology and Parasitology.
At that time, he took up together with his
pupils a giant action aiming at the control of
opizootics of parasitic diseases which spread
throughout the country, It was he, who greatly
eontributed to eradiention, ez, of mange in
outtle and horees, dourine in horses, and enttle
hy podermatosis, in Poland, Those years were
highly productive, and tho Polish school of
veterinary parvaszitology florished under favonr-
nhlo conditions, At that time, many pupils of
Professor Stefanski were appointed  heads of
parasgitology chairs of new agriculturnl schools,

During many years Professor Stefanski held
the offiee of the Dean of the Veterimary Faculty,
Warzaw University  and  then he was also
Vicopresident of the Warsaw Central Sehool of
Agriculture (in 1952, the Faculty was moved to
that School). At the same time he developed the
first Chair of Parasitology and Parasitic Discases
andg established a durable basis and trnining
programme in voterinary parasitology in agricul-
tural schools. He was nlso very active in organ-
izing the Polish Academy of Seiences. Profeszor
Stefafski founded the Institute of Parasilology
of the Aendemy, which he headed for many
vears, In 1961, he retired from the Institute
und the Chair of the Facully. He was also
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a very active Member of the Biology Tivision
of the Polish Aeademy of Sciences, being its
Seientific  Secretary (1957—1960) and then
Vieepresident of the Academy (1962 —1065),
For many years ho was President of the Parasito-
logy Committee of the Polish Academy of
Sciences, In fact, Professor Stefaniski guided
the whole of fundamental questions in parasito-
logy in the rountry. In 1962, he inspired ereation
of the European Federalion of Parasitologists,
being its President for many years, At the
General Assembly of the Federation in Rennes,
France, in 1972, TProfessor Stefanski was
cleeted Honorary President of this body,

Professor Stefaiiski was a member of many
professional and seientifie socicties and acad-
emies. He was Corresponding Member of the
Acwdémin Nationale Vetorinaire d”Alfort, France,
Member ol the Academy of Zoology, Agra,
Incha; of the Yugoslavy Academy of Scicnees
antl Arts, Corresponding Member of the Institnte
de France. bul also Honorary Member of the
All-Union  Helminthologienl  Society, USSR,
the  Parasitologische Gesellschaft «der DDRR,
the World Association for the Advancement of
Veterinary TParasilology, and many Polish
soeicting, Ile was also holder of many Polish
and foreign prizes and orders,

After his relirement, nt n time of life when
most people eease publication, he publizhed
mnny papers and his fundamental two-volumse
textbook  “Veterinary Parasitology’. e also
prepared and published n second edition of
this work. At this time. Professor Stefnniski
developed  a wew  trend in parasitological
research. He studied ecologionl  relationships
between intestinal parasites and the aceom-
panying buererial flora in animals. In a =eries
of papers. of which he was sole or joint author,
Professor Stefafiski denied the generally aceept-
ed but wrong opinion that parasites always
‘throw open the gateways’ to penetration of
pathogenic baecteria. He demonsteated the
whole complexity of phenomena which may
ocenr  under  eertain  definite  conditions  of
host-parasite relnlions.

Professor Stefanski lelt behind a great and
diversiform contribution to science. and many
pupils who oecupy responsible posts in various
research centres. Moreover, there is something
more, something uncommon and unusually
preecious  that remaine for ever. This is an
image of a Truo Man and Scientist,

Academician W. Michajlow



