FOLIA PARASITOLOGICA (PRRAHA) 21: 282, 19714

FINDING OF HAEMAPHYSALIS ERINACET ERINACEI PAVESI,

1884 ON BIRDS IN YUGOSLAVIA

During  the investigalions of tieck fauna of
Yugoslavie three specimens have been eolleeted
from birds and wdentified as Haemaphysalis
erinueet ertnacet Pavesi, 1884, They are one
nymph from Jpus melbe L., Dubrovnik, 10, R,
1964 (leg. A, Lesinger), and two males from
vither Merops apiaster L., Capljinn, 14. 6. 1958
or iras grus (L.), Capljina, 29-3, 1958 (leg. ing.
v’. Jﬂi.il ).

Various authors mention the presence of this
subspecics-—sometimes  under  different na-
mes—from  north  Africon (Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya., Egypt) and south European eountries
(Spain, Yugoslavia, Greeee, Bulgaria). The two
other subspocies, H. erinacei taurica Pospelova—
Shtrom, 1946 and H. erinacei turanica Pospolo.
va- Shtrom, 1946 arc distributed from the Near
East to Central Asia.

According to Morel (Les liques d'Afrique
et du bassin méditérrandon, MS not published)
H. e erinacei has  been  roported  from
Yugoslavia by Sechulze (Sber. Ges. Naturf.
Freundo Berlin 1—2: 61-—66, 1918) as 1. num:-
diana, by Drensky (Tzv. Zool, Inst. BAN,
Otd. Biol, Med. Nauk 4—5: 100—168, 1955)
as M. numidiana from Erinaceus europaeus,
Skopje, snd by Oswald (Jugosl, Vet. Glasn,
18: 5461, 1938: Parasitology 31: 271—280,
1039) as H. leacki or I1. leaehi media from Canis
Jamwiiariz and Vuolpes vulpes, Kr. Polanka.

H. e. erinacei 1s a parasite of mammals,
Hedgohogs, earnivores and rodents are reported
a8 hosts of this tick. Findings on birds are only
exceptional, Therofore, our records are ol interest
and the bird species under consideration are
new hosts for 4. e. erinnced,

The Alpime swifl is & common species in the
town of Dubrovnik and its surroundings.
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It nests on roofs, in the erucks of honses and
mighty town walls, in cliffs of the littoral zone
ns woll as in the limestone rocks of the 412 m high
elevation of Srd whiech 1= the contimental hinter.
land of Dubrovnik. The way of mfostation of the
swilt s questionable, beeause the bird never
touches the ground, feeds on insoets caught on
flight and in the same manner it collect= the
building materinl for its nests,

The second locality. Capljina. is a little town
situated north of Metkovi¢ in South Hercegovine
in the lowland of the rnver Nu'rl:t-vu_. ah some
30 km distance from the sea. Capljina is not far
from the famous Llnt marsh, a well known hun-
ting place of birds.

Both localities have a Mediterranean climate.
Especially Dubrovnik is one of the warmest pla-
ces in South Furope. The average tempern-
ture of the coldest month (February) is 4.6 °C, of
the warmest (August) 26.2 “C. Tho majority of
water precipitation (68 24) Malls in the winter
months, the summers are dry and warm, Due (o
this climate the subtropical luxuriant vegeta-
tion i8 Lypical for this territory (olive-trees,
almondl-trees, rosemary bushes, laurels, pine-
trees, stone-pines, and eypresses), The character
of distribution of H. e. erinace! in this area is to
be established.

Wae are vory grateful to Dr. 8. Brelih, Ljublja-
na, for making available the tick specimens,
and to Dr. 1L. Hoogstraal, Cairo, who confirmed
our determination of species.

D. TOVORNIK aud V. CERNY
llealth Institute, Ljubljana,

Institute of Parasitology,
Czechoslovak Academy of Seiences.
Prague



