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Academician B. E. Bykhovsky is dead

The parasitologicnl publie throughout the world
has sufferod an irretricvable loss, Academweinn
Boris Kwvscevich Bykhoveky, the outstanding
Soviot  parmsitologist and  zoologist, Director
ol the Zoologienl Institute of the Acadomy of
Seienecs of the USSR, died suddenly on Ja
nuary 26, 1974 at the age of nearly 66 vears.
He was born on August 27, 1908 in Petrograd.
With his basiec work “Monogenetie Tremntodoes,
Their Systematics and Phylogeny” Academivian
Bykhovsky has taken a prominont place in the
history of parssitology and zoology of inverte-
hratos. This monograph marks off thirty years
ol his work on taxomomy, larval stages. lile
eycles, ecology and comparative studies with
other Plathelminthes. Tn his previous works he
nlready demonstrated that it was erronecus to
consicler Monogenea to be related to digenelie
trematodes. In 1937 he coneluded that Trema.
toda as perceived al that time formed a hetero-
genotie group and therefore singled out Mono.-
genea as n distinet elass. In bis concept he has
come very near the natural system of this class,
Thanks to Bykhovsky Monogenea constilute
a class the taxonomy of which, from families
onwarda, 1= arranged in such a8 manncr that it
greatly corresponds with the actual phylo-
genetie relationships. As a digeiple of Professor
V. A. Dogel, the well known seiontist engaged
in the studies of zoology of invertebrates and
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ecvlogical parasitology who was guiding his
work during hix stuidies at the Biwologieal Fa.-
culty of the Leningrad University. he domon-
strutedd in the thirtios that parasites of fishes
might serve as indicators of phylogenetic rela-
tionships between their hosts.

On graduating at the university in 1929 B. E.
Bykhovsky worked until 1935 in the laboratory
for parasitology of fishes at the Institute of
Fisheries, under the guidance of V. A. Dogel.
In 1935 he transforred to the parasitological
department of the Zoologieal Tnstitute of the
USSIt Academy of Sciencos where he condueted
helminthological research. In 1962 he was made
Dircetor of this dstingunshod zoologieal research
econtre in the USSR, In 1960 he was elocted
Corrosponding Member and four years later
Member of the Academy of Seioncos of the USSR,
He participated in many expeditions to largest
water basms of the USSR and to the world
sons (enstern and southeastorn seas of Asia,
tropical part of the Paeifie Ocenn, the Black Sea,
the Sca of Azov, the Adriatic Sea ete.) and
collectod material on which he could base his
research on Monogonea of sca fishes and rovise
all existing knowledge on thie subject. In 1961,
on tho initiative of the American Biological
Iustitute s basic monograph was translated
into Enghsh.

Espocially important was also hia coauthorship
of the pioneer work “Key to Parasites of Fresh-
water Fishes of the USSR, During his seientifio
carcer he published more than 100 scientifio
papers,

The greater part of hiz enorgy and talent was
also devoted to the organsational netivities n
seieneo. Sinee 1963 until his death he was
noting ns Secretary of thoe General Biology
Department of ithe USSR Acadomy of Seicnees
and scrved as a member of its presidium,

Czochoslovak  zoologists and ‘mrn&nu]ugul»
knew him as o sincere friend of this country
who promoled a successfull collaborstion be
tween the Institute of Parasitology of the
Czochoslovak  Academy of Seiences and the
Institute he headed, ever sinee the bogimning
of the active scientific relations between C'zechn
slovakin and the Soviet Union. (zechoslovak
parasitologists will always chenish the memory
of Professor B. E. Bykhovsky, who also contri
buted to the knowledge of ichthvoparasitology
in Central Furopo and to whom tho eredit for
He will always be
man of very wide
personality in the

its liP\PInium-n? s due,
remombered as a great
mterests and a® a great

history of natural scionce,
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