Biology, Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences in
Prague. lle received the degroo of Candidate
of Veterinary BSciences in 1962, in 1971 he
habilitated in veterinary pathology and in 1972
becamo Associate Professor in pathology at the
Vetorinary University in Brno.

Dr. BlaZok was first engaged in the diag-
nostics of infectious and non-infectious disoases
of domestic and game animals and his interest
was focused on the pathology of liver and contral
nervous systom. At the Institute of Parasitology
of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences he
started to study tho pathology of parasitoses
(fusoioloidosis, syngamosis and cerebrospinal ne-
matodoscs). For many years he carried out
pathological-anatomical and parasitological in-
vestigations for the Zoological Garden in Prague.
Dr. BlaZzck has published his results in ovor
80 papers both in Czechoslovak and forrign
papers. He participated in many symposia on
diseases of zoo animals and two world veterinary
congresses where he prosented the results of his
scientific activitios,

In tho last years he has doveloped a large-
scalo cooperation with Afghan specialists in the
pathology of parasitic diseases of domestic
animals during his three stays in Afghanistan.

Dr. Karel BlaZek is much engaged ulso in
his teaching activitios ns Associated Trofessor
in veterinary pathology. He delivers lectures
at the Veterinary University in Brno, University
of Agriculture in Prague and Institule for
Post-Graduate Training of Veterinarians in
Pardubice.

Dr. Blazek’s scientific papers dealing with the
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pathology of parasitoses contribute Lo the deve-
lopment of Czechoslovak parasitology not only
in elucidating tho parasito-host relationship, but
also in the possibility of the application of his
results in praxis.

Czechoslovak parasitologists wish Dr. K. Bla.
zek good health and much suceess in his personal
and scientific life.

Dr. 7. Zddrska, C.Sc.

50th birthday of Ing. Dr. FrantiSck Gregor, C.Se.

On October 7, 1976 Tng. Dr. Frantidek Gregor,
C.Se., staff member of tho Institute of Parasito-
logy, Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, out-
standing medical ontomologist, whoso work,
mainly i the rosearch of synanthropic flies, has
gained international recognition and response,
reached the age of 50.

He was born in Brno and showed interest in
enlomology already in his childhood, under the
guidanco of his father, Professor F. Gregor who
was one of prominent Czechoslovak entomolo-
gists with a view to llymenoptera. After his
father’s tragic death in the last war as a vietim
of nazism, the decisive milestone in the profes-
sional career of the young Frantisek Gregor was
the fact, that he found a favourable background
in the Czechoslovak Society for Entomology
whero he was influenced and guided by the
eontanot with the thon outstanding represen-

tatives of Czechoslovak ontomology, such as
Sule, Snoflak, Rozsypal, Miller, Kratochvil and
Farsky. No less important fact for hirn at that
time wuos the working onvironment of a team
of young but professionally mature and advane-
ing Brno entomologists (Obrtel, Pelikdn, Po-
volny).

After graduating from the Forestry Faculty of
the Collego of Agriculture at Brno (1950) Gregor
left for Prague where he became soquainted with
the entomological school of Professor J, Komé-
rek who, together with Prof. A. Pfeffer, another
prominent representative of Czechoslovak ento-
mology, directed his attention to the probloms
of entomology of forestry. F. Gregor studicd and
from an original viewpoint treatod the bionomy
of T'ortriz miridana L., tho important pest about
which monographs have already been written
carlier.
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After finishing his postgraduate studies and
receiving his candidale of biological sciences
<degree (1956) K. Gregor joined tho stafl of the
Tnstitute of Parasitology, Czechoslovak Academy
of Seiences. At his new post which he has been
holding to dato, he directed his attention to the
ecological group of synanthropic and synbovine
flins. Gregor’s studies on flics were begun at the
time when Czochoslovak dipterology after a long
stagnation, received an impulse to & new power-
ful advancement and became one of ost
dynamic disciplines of Czechoslovak insect taxo-
nomy and ecology. Gregor’s work greatly contri-
buted to this advancement. Gregor specifically
anil sucessfully combines his professionnl know-
ledge of u lepidopterologist urid later dipterologist
{toxonomist and ecologist) with an excellent
graphic talent which facilitates him to oxpress
mainly in his colour illustrations a synthesis of
scientifie knowledgo and adequato creative art.
Due to the illustrations acoompanying his papers
he soon attracted attention abroad and became
a soughtafler illustrator (USSR, Federal Repub-
lie of Germany, USA, Denmark). Thanks to the
understanding of the authorities of the Czocho-
slovak Acadomy of Sciencos he has become the
illustrator of the monumental work ‘‘Mioro-
lepidoptera palaearctica™, now being editod in
Austrin, each volume bearing Gregor's name
as co-author and co-editor of the whole series.

His sense of colour and form made it possible

for Gregor to differentiate the taxonomic value
of characters in variable speecics and to discover
new taxa even in such traditionally and classic-
ally studied groups as higher Diptera. Primarily,
it is his discovery of a new spoeies (of the typo
sibling species) in the classically monotypical
genus Myospila (M. hennigi). No less romark-
able, however, is his discovery of the ornitho-
parasitic Protocalliphora peusi, which was col-
lected in Europe as long back us beforo the
gecond world war, but not even renowned
dipterologists separated it as o distinct taxon.
Grogor's synecological and taxonomic papers
on synanthropie flies from non-European regions
(Cuba, Hindu-Kush, Himalaya) aro also import-
ant and pioneering including discoveries cf new
species (c.g. Ophyra cubana, Paregle danieli,
Timia arinnica ete.).

Since 1942, when F. Gregor published his
first. entomological work (Entomologické listy 5:
70—71) tho list of his papors has reached the
number of sixty titlos. Each of them is charac-
terized by precision and eritical atiitude, the
main featurcs of his whole activity. Likewise
Gregor’'s groat talent and personal character are
stamped with a marked modesty and self-
-eriticism, We highly esteem F. Gregor for these
features and sincerely wish him good health and
lots of energy in tho coming years.

Dr. M. Daniel, C.Se.

The Necond International Theriolugieal Congress will be held in Brno (Czechoslovakia) from
20th to 27th June 1978, The scientific program on mammals will include the following disciplines.
pwloontology, zoogeography, systematics and phylogenesis (elassicnl systematics, karyosystema-
ties, biochemieal systematics and genoties), ecology (ecophysiology, population ecology, synecolo-
gy). medieal and veierinary theriology., mammals as pests, prolection of mammals (zoological
gardens, reservations, parks, endangercd species), study of game animals and animal husbandry,
morphology (apatomy and fine structures), etiology. Contributions of similur character will be

formed into thematienl groups,

Scientisis interested in participating in the Congress are requested to nolify it to the Secretary
of the Second International Congress, Institute of Vertebrate Zoology, Czochoslovak Academy
of Sciences (Ustav pro vyzkum obratlovett, CSAV) Kvétnd 8, 603 65 Brno, (‘zechoslovakia,
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